Translator’s Notes

When I first read Johannes Boger’s Journal, I was deeply
moved by thg simple, yet powerful expression of the writer. He
had a good, solld command of the German language, and always
expreﬁéed himself clearly and precisely. Rarely did he misspell
a word, aﬁd rarely did he make use of dialect or regional
idioms.

The poetry which he inserted here and there probably came
from different sources, ln one or two cases it Is simply a hymn,
.whereas the rest of It iélfhe poetic expression of a passionate
heart. This translator belleves that many of these verses are
his own, especlially the ones In which he describes his feelings
of yearning for his homeland and hls culture; ln others he
expresses ﬁ!s strong nationalistic emotions. These verses are
in exactly tﬁe same style, with the same cholice of words as his
Journalsentrles. Through them the reader gets a glimpse into
the heart of a man who remalned true to himself and his beliets.

As the translator, I was keenly concerned to keep the
translation In the same style as the original--often short and
clipped, at times almost abbreviated. 11 wanted to render a true
translation, not a mere Interpretation. Therefore, the form may
at times seem somewhat stilted to the modern reader, therefore
one should keep In mlnd?that the wrilter used the style that was
prevalent during the late 1800s while he grew up.

At times I was pnable to decipher a word or phrase, this is
indicated in the translation with three dots (...). Also, at
élmes he spelled names of places differently, such as
"Michaelsthal® and “Michaelthal," "Werschballen and *"Werballen."*

Later on, when he recorded on a dglly basis, he often left



out dates, or he refereed back again to previous dates, like he
did on page 61. In writing down his poetry, he sometimes omitted
é verse number, Jumping from verse VIII to X, as he did on page
86. These lrregularities make the Journal more endearing, as
they often are indicators of his state of mind.

Same;ne once sald that “"we are what we are today because of
what our ancestors were before us." Johannes Boger allowed

those who came after an Intimate glimpse into his dally 1lfe,

and hls lInnermocst thoughts.

Erika Bullmann Flores

Albion, Michlgan September 1991



A CHILD'3 EVENING PRAUER

Dear 3aviar, today place
your hands at my “head
hless me during sleep
_ hless me without enad.

Bless me with ygour lave
be gracious unto me
 Qdear Saviar, oh forgive
" all my sins.

Bless me with your powver

send the Lard's angels

and remain with me throughout the night
ta resist the enemy.

Bless me with your loualty
strengthen heart and body
sg that tomarrow aonce again
I may gladly szsrve you.

Dhen my last hour has come
0ill yau place your hands on me
" ohick 03111 then carry me

" ta the blessings aof heaven.

Tlay Gad grant it. AREN

TO THE NED YEAR

The ald year has now gane

and 1lies in the grave of time

a nep year has hegun

bravely now take up the pilgrim's staff
Jdek us naw with renewed trust in Gad
face the unknoon future.

- During the year past

the Cord gave us rich blessings

and aft, in maost vandrous vays

protecked us from evil. ‘

Thus, naw at the coming of a new year

let us raise our hands with glad thanksgiving.



A Chlld’s Evening Prayer
Dear Savior, today place
your hands on my head
bless me durling sleep
bless me wlthout end.
Bless me with your love
be graclous unto me
dear Savior, oh forglve
all my sins.
Bless me with your power
send the Lord’s angels
and remaln with me throughout the night
to resist the enemy.
Bless me with your loyalty
strengthen heart and body
so that . tomorrow once agaln
I may gladly serve you.
Vhen my ‘last hour has come
wlll you place your hands on me
which will then carry me
to the blessings of heaven.
May God grant it. Amen.
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To the New Year

The old year has now gone
and lies In the grave of time
a new year has begun ! .
bravely now take up the pllgrim’s staff
let us now with renewed trust In God
face the unknown future.
- During the year past
the Lord gave us rich blessings
and oft, In most wondrous ways



(page 2)

protected us from evil.
Thus now at the coming of a new year
let us ralse our hands with glad thanksglving.
We did Indeed experlence hard days
during this old year
there was no want of complaints
many a heart throbbed In pain
much sickness, flres, and other trlals
suffered by our people during the old year.
Though troubles without measure
were part of the old year
the new year blds us forget It all
we trust God’s power
for iIn God’s hands
all will turn out well.
Now rejolce, therefore
that the hours of sorrow have passed with the old year
you have overcome the old one
the new one now presents [tself
advance towards the new year full of hope
and firmly trust In the Lord’s blessings.
Let sounds of Jubllatlon rise to heaven
and the blessings, loud and clear
whlch we offer Joyfully
from our hearts, to the new year
God knows the message of your Joyful hearts
and from all moutﬁﬁ It sounds: .Happy New Year -
Christmas Greetlings
Whatever your hearts may desire, may the Holy Spirit
present to you, good fortune and health at all t;mes, and
also contentment. Amen
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Inhe Birth Register of my Ancestors and my Siblings
My grandfather was Christoph Boger
My grandmother’s name was Charlotte Boger, née Belsner,
both born in Riebensdorf in Gouvermankt Wa... (... ...%*) in
Russia

My Parents

My father was Isaak Boger, born in Riebensdorf on July 16, 1844,
he died on December 26, 1924 in Holsington, Kansas.
My mother was Wilhelmine Boger, née Hepting, born April 25, 1B46
in Riebensdorf, dled July 1, 1926 In Hoislington, Kansas. They
both are resting next to each other at the clty cemetery of
Hoisington. May they rest in Peace.
My father waé nine years old when my grandfather, together with
his famfly. emigrated to Southern Russia, to the area of Kuban,
south of the Sea of Azov, located half a mile along the sea
coast, the emigrants founded a village which they named
Michaelsthal. During my time the Russian government changed the
name of the village, and so it is now called Woronponskir (...).
There were 30 familles. When my father reached adulthood he
travelled to Riebensdorf and there married my mother. My
parents were born in thq same villade. Both were German and
of the same faith, that is Lutheran, and they retained their
falth till thelr death.

* >~ Often, in parentheses, the writer gives the proper Russian name,
using the Russian alphabet. Also, the writer sometimes writes
Michaelthal and at other times Michaelsthal.
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I, the son of Johannes Boger and Willhelmlne Boger was

born on November 1, 1866 In Michaelsthal In the area of Kuban,

Southern Russia In the County of Jelsker (Euckaro Omd..ia)

Anno 1871, my brother Christof was born. This brother of

mine was kllled at the age of 18 months. A Russlian, one of my

father’s farmhands, ran over the chlld with a wagonload of sand.

My parents dld not press charges, and thus the authorlities let

him go. But thls great tragedy caused my mother so much sorrow

that she nearly dled.

Anno 1874, October 23, my brother Abraham was born. He Is still
allve today, September 28, 1927.

Anno 1877, October 19, my slister Wilhelmlina was born. She dled
in chlldhood, date of death unknown.

Anno 1879, May 4, my brother Isaak was born. He died on July
15, 1926, two weeks after mother’s death. Oh sorrow, oh
paln, my beloved brother s dead, may he-rest in peace.

Anno 1881, October 22, my slister Mllusina was born, now the wilfe
of Johannes Radke, of MUhlberger, Kansas, she is alive
today - September 28.

Anno 1883, Apri] 27, my sister Katharina was born. She dled at
the age of 18 years, she was unmarrled and had been 111
for 3 years. 1927.‘ | |

Anno 1886, February 23, my sister Susanna was born. She died at
age 18 months. .

Anno 1889, Aprll 23, my slster Susanna was born. She is allve

today, unmarried, ln Holslngton.
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Jesus
One name Is wrltten upon my heart
to whom we offer roses
though all else may make me sad
this name means comfort and light
yea, when I call upon Jesus
sorrow and Joy allke, both smile on me.
Thla name 1s llke a blossom of heaven
this name is my blessedness
midst worrles and the world‘s pressures
it glves me support and strength
if only I have Jesus, my Lord
all evl]l will stay far away.
My heart skips for Joy at the sound of thlis name
with Jesus I find dellght
for thls golden door of 1lfe
my heart yearns with great desire
as sweet as honey and grapelulce
ls the sound of this name.
Oh, that I could utter more beautlfully
heart, mouth and hands express Jesus
He hears my call of lamentatlon
when I‘’m Iin need, He ls my ald
I want naught but Him
oh, that he always remaln within my heart
There,I’ve sald It, my Jesus will remaln
my Lord and God, my Comfort and my Darlng
though the world may scorn me
no one else shall remaln
within my heart, none. but Jesus.
May God grant 1t. Amen

-
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My Famlly
October 6, 1927
Anno 1866, November 1, according to the old style of calendar, I,
Johannes Boger, was born and baptized on November 20, In Southern Russila,
In the colony of Michaelsthal, on the southern side of the Sea of Azov,

In the territory of Kuban, near the county seat of Jelsk.

Anno 1867, September 1, according to the old style of the calendar, my
wife Ellsabeth, née Gbnzel, was born and baptized on September 24,
Iin Southern Russia, In the province of Jekaterlinoslaus, in the

colony of Rosenfeld, on the northern side of the Sea of Azov.

Anno 1885, April 28, I entered into holy matrimony with my wife
Ellsabeth, daughter of Johann Gonzel and his wife Elisabeth.

Anno 1886, August 20, my daughter Charlotte was born. She dled of
diphtherla durlng childhood, in Russla.

Anno 1888, November 16, my daughter Mllusina was born. She dled at the

age of 3 months of bronchitis, In Russia.
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Anno

My Famlly
October 6, 1927

1889, December 23, my son Isaak was born In the colony of

Michaelthal in Russla. He Is now living with his family In Hoislington

(Holsington, Bar Co., Kansas).

Anno

Anno

Anno

Anno

Anno

1892, June 3, my daughter Wilhelmlna was born. She iIs now the wlfe
of Theodor Setzkorn.

1894, November 14, my son Johannes was born. He now lives in
Hodgeman (Hodgeman County, Kansas). He ls the flrst one of our
chlldren who was born in America. His four older sibllings were born
In Russia. He was baptlized on December 9 by Pastor B. Brauer of

El lnwood (El inwood, Kansas).

1896 December 1, my daughter Ellsabeth was born. She ls now the
wife of Ernst Setzkorn. She was baptized on December 6, by Pastor
G.F. Klelnhaus of M8hlberger in Russel County (Russel County,

Kansas).

!
1898, October 10 my daughter Haallta was born and baptlzed by Pastor

G.F. Kleinhaus. She Is now the wife of ... Har..es.

-
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My Family, Written in the Year 1927
October 6
Anno 1900 October 23, my son Wilhelm was born, and baptized by Pastor
G.F. Klelnhaus in Russel County (Russel County, Kansas). He is now

l1iving In Hodgeman County, Kansas (Hodgeman County Kansas)

Anno 1902 December 13 my daughter Amalja was born, and baptlzed by
Pastor L. Brauer of Claflln Bar. Co., Kans. (Claflin Barton Co.,
Kansas) on Febr. i, 1903. She Is now the wife of Albert Setzkorn of

Plerce, Nebras.

Anno 1905 January 29 my daughter Lydla Katharlne was born and baptlzed on
February 26 by Pastor L. Brauer of Claflin, Barton Co, Kansas.

Anno 1906 July So:she died of the "summer decease.' She is burled in
Russel County at the cemetery belongling to the congregatlion of
Méhlberg. She was a lovely, loving child, for her age very bright.

She was lovely and beaut!|ful.

Anno 1907 June 1 my son Theodor was born, and baptized on June 30. He Is
currently stlll at home In Hodgeman County. He was baptlzed by
Pastor Brauer of Ellinwood, Kansas.
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My Family
October 6, 1927
Anno 1909 May 2i my daughter Lydla Ottllle was born and baptlzed
on June 13 by the student Otto Hebestreit. Currently
still at home. Al) of these were born at Holslngton
(Holslngton, Bar Co., Kans.)
Anno 1912 July 26 my son Samuel was born and baptlzed on
September 1 by Pastor Joh. Rabold of the parish In Wittrup

(Wittrup, Hodgeman County Kansas.)> Currently stil]l at home.

Migration to America.

Anno 1893 we migrated to America. We were three familles.
Though my parents counted me as part of thelrlfamlly. according
to the old customs. 1In reality I headed a family of my own.
| My parents’ famlly consisted of seven souls, father, mother,
brothers Abraham and Isaak, sisters Miluslina, Katharina and
Susanna.

My family consisted of four souls, Myself and mother, Isaak

) : .
and Wilhelmine. Isaak was three vears old and Wllhelmine was

stil]l a suckling infant of 13 months.
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The third famlly was that of my cousin Gottfried Boger. He
was the son of my father’s brother. His wife ls my aunt Luise,
the sister of my mother. Thls famlly consisted of 7 souls, four
sons and one daughter. We all had lived In the Kuban area,
which was stil] part of the Caucasus. Though we were 100 miles
north of the Caucasus. But our maln clty Inkatharlnodar ¢(?)
(currently called Krosnodar) Is located close to the mountalns
and our village was called Michaelthal (currently called
Woronzowka). We left home on April 18, 1893. Our travels
started at the town of Jelsk, across the ocean to the clty of
Taganrock®. There we had to remaln for two days because our
papers were not In order. My father and my cousin had to travel
to the clity of Rostov, where an American consulate was located.
Rostov Is a large clty, located on the river Don. Once the
papers wvere In order, we left for the city of'Charkaw which s
the caplital of the province Charkow, a large clty. We left
there and travelled past many large and small towns, but our
destinatlon was Kowno, the capital of the province of the same
name. From Kowno we left for Werschbalowa , (called
Werschballen In Germaniﬂ the clty lles on the German border.
Across the border, inside Germany, lies the clty of ... and Bere

we crossed over.

2. Thls translator does not have an old map of Emplrlal Russla, and
Is -therefore unable to verify these names. They are noted exactly
as they appear In the blography.
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Now I want to relate some of the events that took place
around that tlme. Cholera broke out In Europe during the summer
of 1892, and we had cases of it In our city as well as In our
village. Our clty of Jeisk had many cases of the dlisease. In
our village three famllles were afflicted. In one of the
familles the father dled, In another family the mother. 1In the
third famlly the grandfather dled, the grandmother, the son, the
daughter, the daughter-in-law and one grandchild. And all thils
In such a short time, it would make your halr stand on end!

Only three souls of that famlly survived. Those were terrible
times. We all walked around almost llke In a bad dream. Man Is
not sure of even one moment. With each step he takes, death
might strlke him. But at the same time, |1t was a wonderful
time! How mlld the people were, how patlent, how helpful! Oh,
and how peaceful, everything Iis alright with éach other, none
worse, none better than the others, no feuds, no grumbling with
each other, none richer, none poorer. One must have experlenced
such a time In order to comprehend It.

After the epidemic had passed and It became known that the
borders were once agalﬁIQpened g8o that we would be able to pass,
we left. But when we were only‘thrée days’ travel away froﬁ the
border, we recelved word that Germany had once agaln closed Its

border, and

-
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no one was allowed to pass for cholera had agaln broken
out. In addltlon, my cousin‘s son took 111 while we were
traveling, and it surely seemed as if it had been the dread
disease. Our fears and worrles were great. The closer we got
to the border, the more we heard that no one was allowed to
cross lt. In addlitlon, when the train had to stop at a statlon,
the Jews were very busy telling how dangerous the border
crossing would be. But as we did not enter into any business
with them, they hollered after us "You’ll certainly be turned
back." Indeed, we were very despondent, because [t was
imposslible for us to return home. What would we do there? To
suffer mocklng and laughter? We did not want that. We had sold
all our 'property, and no one would return that to us. Nelther
did we want to become hired hands. When we flnally reached the
last stop, Werballen, the Russlian gendarmes Informed us that
the German border was closed, but as far as the Russlans were
concerned, they had no obJections at all. They allowed us to
pass the Russlan border. So, they passed the train whlch we
occupled, together with other emigrants, and let It continue to
the German side. When'ﬁhe traln finally stopped, we were not
allowed to debark. We had to stay in the train. A soldier,
with his gun set next to hls foot, was stationed In front of our

car. Thlis man stood 1like

-
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a statue. At first I thought he was Indeed a statue. He stood
so still, so perfectly. We were told, that as socon as our
propertles had been searched for contraband, we would be
returned to Russlia. Despalr was great. And then we heard a
volce, someplace, say: "Don‘t let on that you are on the way to
Amerlica, say that you only are visliting Germany, say that you
only want to go to Marienburg. And demand to speak to the
major." We heard these words agaln and agaln, thls person kept
repeating this. And then we notliced the speaker standing there,
about ten steps behlnd the soldier, with his back towards us.
There he stood, repeating these words. We Immedlately demanded
to see the major, and he came right away and asked us where we
were golng. We sald we wanted to vislt Marlenburg. He asked |f
we had any money. Yes, we do, we answered. He told us to show
It to him, and as each of us was carrylng a féw thousand,

we did Indeed show him the money. He then gave the command to
'Iet us pass. We were free to go. Myself and my brothers
Abraham and Isaak Jumped with one leap out of the car and ran
toward the front of the train, were the gendarmes were searchling
the luggage and packagé§ for contraband and then returned it to
the baggage car to be turned back té Russia. We Jumped lnto‘the

car and began throwlng our stuff cut agaln
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The gendarmes came runnling towards us llke wild beasts or wild
boars durlng the hunt. They yelled at us, what were we dolng?
We told them we were getting our things because the major had
crdered that we should proceed. You should have seen the
reaction to this, the rage that these words caused. One who is
possessed by demons could not be worse. They tore and threw,
and ranted and raved, and continued to yell at us that we

would have to return, that we could not go further than
Marlenburg, that we would have to return from there. But we
remalned quiet and did not answer them. We carrled our luggage
and packages back to the station hall, were we met our parents
and relatives and the children, and we sat down with them.
Travelling with us together in the same car had been a very
young couple, a man and a woman, we did not know |f they were
man and wife or brother and sister. We knew ﬁothinq about them,
they had Jolned us when we were about one day’s travel away from
the border. It was evident that they were totally despondent and
discouraged. They had told the gendarmes that they were on
their way to America. Then the door to the walting room was
thrown open, the two yéﬁng people were shoved Inside and put In
front of us. We were then.aaked if these two were golng wltﬁ
us. We answered "no, we do not know them." Then they

mishandled the young people, threw them through the door and

o
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shoved them Into a car of the traln, and the traln started back,
towards the Russlan border and back to Russla. The gendarmes
had tried to trap us with these young people. Had we sald that
they were travelling with us, they would have had us good, and
we would have been returned to Russia wlthout any compassion or
mercy. These young people were crylng bitterly, but It was all
for naught, nothing could touch the hearts of these gendarmes.
Occaslonally they would look Into the walting room and yell at
us that we could only go as far as Marlienburg. Flnally, my
father had enough and enraged, he shouted back at them:
"Alright, at least we wll]l go to Marlenburg, and |f we have to
return to Russia, we will return to Russia. I had always
thought .that In Germany I would be treated 1lke a human being,
but now I can see that I got better treatment In Russla.* That
helped, from then on we were left In peace. Sfter a while Mr.
Gudowlus, the representative of F. Miesser, came and he got the
tickets for us and gave us all sorts of advice. But there
remalned the guestion wether we could Indeed get further than
Marlenburg. Therefore the mood was very depressed. Especially,
when we.were finally oﬁ;the train and the conductor atampeq the
tickets and said "You cﬁn't go beyond Marlienburg" we really
despondent. Then a German man Jjolned us In the compartment, a
salesman, and he and ﬁy fathaé became acqualnted; My father

told hilm all that had happened and he sald to my father
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"Gilve me two Marks®" and my father gave it to him. Then he
called the conductor, and talked to him and explalned how the
Germans who were llving abroad had done so much good for their
Fatherland, and how they were proud of their Fatherland, and
then when they vislt Germany, they are persecuted and tyrannlized
and so on. Then he gave hlm the money and told hlm that the
money was for him to keep, and to see to It that these people
(meaning us) will be able to continue thelir trip. Immedlately,
the conductor counted the persons, how many tickets we would
need, took the money for the tlckets. At the next statlon, he
sent a telegram to Marlenburg, reguesting X-amount of tickets to
be ready, because In those days iIn Germany the trains stopped
for very short perlods of time only. We would not have had time
to buy the tickets In Marlienburg and continue our travels on the
same traln. When we finally reached Marienburg, everything was
ready, the conductor Jjumped out of the traln, ﬁlthln a moment he
returned and handed us the tickets to Berlin. Thus we never
even had to leave the car, and without Interruption the trip
contlnued. Oh, how glad we were! We reached Berllin around
noon. I can’t tell much about Berllin, because all I dld see |s
what we saw while passfqg through it. I don’t even know at yhat
depot we left the traln; because we were so desperately tired.
We had been advised to travel fourth class, and there were no

benches in the cars.

®. German monetary denomlination.
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We had to sit on the flocor and that was very hard and tiring.
Especlally hard for the chlldren when they had to go to the
bathroom. Next morning we left Berlln toward Bremen. While on
the traln, we dld learn qulite a blt about some of the German
customs. The young girls and the women would carry thelr sewing
or knittlng and crocheting, with them and they did this very
artfully. The young men did not feel at all awkward about
starting up a conversation with the young glirls, and there was
much talking and tittering in the car, difficult to describe.
Back and forth with talk and laughter and Jokes, of all sorts
and kinds. Finally they began to sing. Not songs like we had
heard them In Russla, neither llke those we have heard to this
day here In America. The young people of Germany at that time
were much more democratlcally minded than our youth of Amerlica.
Just consider: the young people In the aristocratic Germany
and In democratic Amerlca. How slmple and codrteous there, what
arrogance and -distance here. There Is no talk here about
Russia. There everyone who had flve cents more than hls
neighbor, was an aristocrat, stlff and distant. We had to
remaln In Bremen for four days, and wait for the ship to get
ready. Meanwhlle we wéqt to see thg clity. I, for my part, did

not consider the clty of Bremen to be beautiful, though all
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was clean and the streets had cobblestones. There were also some
attractlive edifices. There was also a nice tralnstatlion, nice
parks with ponds and swans and geese, and all sorts of water
fowl. But all the streets were very crooked, for they were
layed out following the river. Each time the river makes a
turn, so do the streets. We alsc saw the statue of Roland,
located at the famous clity hall. We did not go Into the clty
hall. On the third day, after having exchanged our money, we
left for Bremerhaven, because there we would go on board the
ship. During thils trip to Bremerhaven the atmosphere on the
train was the same as I have already descrlbeq: laugh;er. song,
discusslons, but no affectations, no alrs of importance. There
was more democracy In the arlstocratic Germany than there is in
the democratlc America. After we arrlved In Bremerhaven, we
embarked on the very same day. Our shlip bore ihe name "Saale.”
But we had not selected a good ship. We had to go and fetch our
meals ourselves and eat at our resting places. It was so
dlfflcult, each time there was so much push!ng and shovling.
Everyone wanted to be first. (Two years later the ship burned
at a plér In New York.5I We spent eleven days at sea. For a few
days we had stormy weather, and we all got seaslck, except m§

sister Katharina, who took care of us all.
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On the 1ith day we finally landed In Hoboken. There we had
to show our certlflcates of Inoculatlion, for we had all been
Inoculated In Bremen. We had to open all our luggage and
packages, so that the Inspector could freely see everythlng and
make sure there was no contraband. When all this was completed,
we were declared to be healthy and there was no contraband found
in our belonglings, we were given permlssion to debark. We were
transported von Hoboken to New York. There we stayed in a house
for emigrants, I have forgotten the name of that Instltutlon
The name of the director was Berkemeyer. We were recelved very
graciously. We again were given much good advise. The next cday
we left. Each time we had to change depots, and |f the depots
were qulite a distance from each other, we were taken there, and
always without any cost. It continued llke that all the way to
Great Bend, Kansas. At that time there were étreetcars in Great
Bend, from the depot all the way to the north side of the court
house. We were taken there and deposited on the street, at 10
o‘clock at night. The man who brought us there mumbled
something and made some sign wlth hls hands and got back on and
took off. Now there wélstood on the street, and were no smgrter
than ten minutes ago. Whatever he had told us was all Welsh to
us. But now a person came running, he had spotted us, and he

asked us

-
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who we were. But all we could answer him was “Holisington Depot.* But
from were we stood to the Mo. Paclfic Depot It was about 8 blocks. So he
told us to take up our stuff and he led us to the depot. We spent the
night there. Next morning we left for Holsington. When we arrlived
there, there was no one to meet us. The conductor salid something to us,
but he mlght as well have spoken Into the wind. So there we sat in the
traln untll It was almost time for It to continue its trip. Suddenly a
man appeared and he called out to us "Are you looklng for Nufer?"' and we
sald "yes." Then we qulckly got out of the traln, for It was not two
minutes and the traln left. The man‘s name was Helnrlch Moor, at that
time from Holslington, now he llves In Great Bend. Nufer was the son of
my father’s sister, who had come to Amerlca one year earllier. His son
Martin Is currently resliding here in F..d County. Now we could Joln In
the song: .
Now I am standing on forelgn soll,

far froﬁ my home country.

Forelgn Is the language, forelgn the customs
foreign the tools, forelgn the dress.
Forelgn even the trees out on the flelds

the crops of nature

and forelgn s the cottage’s deslion.
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The heart, It aches -- when 1t remembers the legends of home

Separated by the wide sea, It Is wrought with grlef.

And dreaml lke, with deep longing

It gazes backwards, for hours on end, from whence we came.
Nothlng, nothing I brought with me across the sea

of all that which I knew.

Only thlis longing, thils grleving, for my Fatherland.

Ch my homeland and your flelds

I wish Just once more, to see you, here on thls earth.
Nothing? Oh soul, do not blaspheme,

He went with you

A pllot and a faithful llght, through the wide ocean waves.

Your God, your Jesus came with you

Your Go&, your Jesus llves here too, and softly heals your

aching.

May God grant this, Amen.

Yes, all was forelgn: Oh, what dlsappolintment. We had come

from Russia In the fullness of spring. On our travels through

Russla we passed many areas where there was spring, while in
other areas it was stlll winter. hs we travelled through
Poland, it was still winter and there was much snow. We also

travelled
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through many forests. But they were not taken care of, the
closer we came, the more It looked 1lke spring. In one area In
Germany we saw how they work thelr flelds. Thelr flelds were
small, we saw how several men together were pulllng a harrow. But
the flelds were full of people, men, women, and chlldren - all
helped In the flelds. Sprlngtime was everywhere. In the parks of
Bremen and the city too, all was blooming. When we reached

New York the tullps and all kinds of flowers were fully
blooming. Everythling was beautiful. Only, in New York we

dld not get around much, It ralned a lot. We were awed by the
New York harbor, its large ocean llners and the war ships. But
we were most lmpressed by the many llttle tug boats, as one
looked out over the water, there were swarms of them. The
harbor seemed to be bolllng, Just like a tea kettle. As the
tugs approached cne of those large ocean llners to bring It Into
the port, one was reminded of llttle plglets who were suckllng
on thelr mother. Alas, one day we left New York and were on our
way to Kansas. The entire trip was lovely. Spring was
everywhere, for 1t was May, everywhere green trees, green
flelds, and frult trees full of blossoms. We very much 1lked
what we saw on our trlp‘through‘thefStatea. But what a

disappolntment when we reached Great Bend.
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And even more so when we got to the countryside of
Holsington. It looked 1lke fall, all was dry and gray, most of
the flelds were black. Because of the draught, seed had not
germinated and there was nothing. Here and there was a fleld,
freshly plowed and seeded, that was green. But then there was a
frost, and now all was totally gray and dead. The ralns we had
were usually not more than a few drops In a bucket. The entire
crop was lost. My father bought some land from Nufer, hils
slster’s son. He told us that he had bought the land on a
S-year contract, and he sold It to us the same way. (According
to the custom of that time, I was stil]l consldered to be a
member of the family.) He allowed us to bulld on It, and so we
began with the bullding. We were not done yet when the sher!ff
came and told us that there was a mortgage due on the land and
if we did not pay lt, we would lose the deed. - We offered to
pay for our portlon of the land, but they were not satlisfled
with that, because the mortgage was for an entlire parcel, the
amount was $6000.00 and they wanted payment not only for our
quarter section, but for the entire parcel. We did not agree to
do that, and so we lost everything,lwhat we had already pald for

the land plus the bullding we had already done.
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The followlng year agaln there was crop fallure. 1893,
1894, and 1895 all ylelded no crops; 1896 a small crop. We had
to borrow the seed. One guarter of the yleld went for the seed,
and another quarter for the land, from the remalning half we
had to pay all costs. Oh, how poor we were! The government had
to step In and provide focd and clothes. We took nothlng,
because we had enough to eat. But we did accept the seed for
corn, oats and seed potatoes which they offered the following
spring. It was offered with the condition that it had to be
pald when posslble, and that the seed had to go Into the ground
and not be used for feed. It was sald that many ate thelr seed
potatoes, and used the wheat and ocats for feed. That was a wise
thing, for nothing grew anyway. Later we pald for our seed, but
many left the area. Thelr costs were then added on to the
taxes, and thus we pald for thelr seed as well. They were hard
times: eggs were 5 ~ 6 cents a dozen, and butter was also S - 6
cent per pound. Pork was 4 cents a pound, cows between $15 -
820 a head, wheat 30 - 35 cents per bushel, corn 20 cents per
bushel, and ocats also between 15 - 20 cents. Everythling was

cheap, and so was labor.
)
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In those days, farm workers earned between 75 cents and $1i
per day, durlng harvest times; durlng the fall and winter they
got 8 per month. If a man had a team of horses and wagon he
recelved 825 per month, and he had to feed between 500 to 600
head of cattie during the winter. Ve also had a lot of trouble
wlth the relatives. The Nufers had planned that we should pay
the mortgage on the land, and he would remain the owner of the
land. The two German brothers Frledrich and Johannes had also
planned along these lines. When It became clear that we would
not pay (yea, even reproached Nufer for fraud and swindle), the
trouble started. They were especlally Intent on my brother
Abraham. They wanted to see one of us In Jjall, and they elected
my brother. For any small matter, regardless of true or false,
he was Accused and brought Into court, that he had done thils and
that. They were unsuccessful In getting him Jjalled, but it
cost us much worry and many a sleepless night, and much money.
That’s when we learned how the American Jjudges and advocates
percelve Jjustice. As long as they thought we stll]l had a single
doilar, they accepted even the most absurd complaints against my
brother.. Filnally, when we told them "we have nothlng left, we
will not borrow any more, here he ls, take him," all came to an

end, the Judiclal process was over. That ls Amerlcan Justlice.




26
(page 26)

What we knew of Russlan Judges and advocats was that they
were corrupt. But they were mere novices compared to the
Americans. Therefore, 1 advise my chlldren and grandchlldren,
beware of the advocats as much as possible! If a contentlous
person takes you by the lappet of your coat and drags you to
court, take the knife and cut off the lappet, and let the
cantankerous one take 1t to court, but you stay away from there.

Followling the poor years 1893-94- 95-96 were the good ones:
1897-98-99. The harvest for those years was so good that we were
able to pay off all our debts, and bought all the farming
equipment we needed, for the three of us worked 850 acres,
which at that time was a lot. 1In 1897, after a very good
harvest'and having pald our debts, we had $300 left over. Ve
thought'we were the rlichest folk In the whole worid. We bought
new equipment, a modern double plow, and a new "Superlor
Diskdrill," the very flrst one to come on the market, new
harnesses for the horses, good horses and good cows. Before
that we only had two walklng-plows, one “"shoe drill," an old
harrow, and a 10-inch "disk seed-cutter." That’s what they used
to call the disks at that time. In those days we had to do
everything whlle walking. Aa early as 1895 my father and I ‘made
a trip to Oklahoma because we dld not wish to remain In Kansas.

In Oklahoma, at that time
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they had started a new settliement. We went to Alwa and Cherokee.
In those days Cherokee was only a small hut which was used by a
man who dealt In hardware and harvest machlnery. Alwa was a
town of a few hundred. I must add that Cherokee did not yet
have a rallroad, whereas Alva did since it was the county seat,
I think It was the S..., but I‘m not sure. In Oklahoma we did
not find what we were seeking. In Kansa, in those days, we

had worms ln the wheat and so it was In Oklahoma. We did not
have enough raln, nelther did Oklahoma. Thus we could not see a
dlfference between Kansas and Oklahoma. In 1897, followlng the
harvest and after the flnal plowing, my father and I once

agaln went seeking for a better home. Thls time we went to
Minnesota. The land agent was from St. Paul, Minn. and he took
us aloné to Windom Jackson County In Minn. From there we
traveled around the whole area. The terraln was softly rolling
and there were many lakes. We saw many crops, much flax and the
corn was beautiful. They grew many big pumpkins In the corn
flelds. There was very llittle pralrle, most everythlng was farm
land. They still had ...land and ralilrocad land, but all was very

expenslive, accordling to our conceptg of that tlime,
\




28
(page 28)

between $10 and $17.50 per acre. That was for the ...land
and the rall road land. I do not recall what klnds of prices
the farmers had put on thelr farms. Nevertheless, we llked |t.
We returned to Kansas wlth the Intentlon, to sell all and move
to Minnesota. When we returned home, Kansas had the most
beaut!lful weather anyone could ever want. There had been a lot
of raln and everything was lush and green. The wheat whlich had
already been drllled, had come up nicely. For all that, our
minds were made up to sell out and move to Mlinnesota. When the
time came to sell, there was no cne to be found ln the entlre
area who was able to pay us cash for all of cur property, and
without the cash the move was lmpossible. So we stayed where we
were. In the spring of 1897 the prospects for a good harvest
were veéy good. In the fall of 1897, since we could not move to
Minnesota, we declded to buy more land with the left-over $300.
That’s when we bought the first quarter of land from 0.P. Putnam
for the price of $1400.00, $300 down and the remalning $1100.00
over the next eleven years, with the conditlion that we could pay
It by the 8100 or all at once, if we were able. Oh, how
disheartened we were. .Conslder it, a debt of $1100.00, at a
time when the wheat brought 30-32-35 cents per bushel, the
butter and eggs 5-6 cents per pound or dozen. So we stayed,
depending on the cows and the-chickens. Yet we always

endeavored to pay our debts, and thus our credit was
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good, we could always borrow what we needed when we needed
It. We produced and sold a lot of hay at between $3.50-4.00 per
ton. Once the operator of a llvery In Holsington came out, he
came In the heaviest raln, and offered to pay us $8 per ton
1f we could dellver the hay rlght away. Imaglne! $8 per ton!
That was a lot of money. Of course we dellvered the hay, even
Iin the worst weather. The land we had bought In the fall of ‘Y97
had a l1lttle house on It as well as a small gralnery and a
bit of a barn, and a very good well next to the barn. The well
next to the house was not qulite as good, the lower part was
brick, and on the top there was a wooden casement, also a wheel
to pull up the bucket. So, In the fall of 1898 me and mother
and the chlldren moved in there. It was not very good housing.
A littlé creek passed by the house, which had kind of a water
hole further down. Durling the winter thls would freeze over,
and the chlldren amused themselves there. Little Ellizabeth too
wanted to go on the lce. So, we got her all dressed warmly (she
was barely three years old) and there she went, with her hands
In her pockets, and wham! she fell rlight on her face, and cut
her 1ip. There now, that was some kettle of fish! Lots of
\

cryling but no wool!

One day, durlng the spring, on a fine, warm
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Sunday morning I stepped out of the house. It was a
lovely spring day (Kansas does not have many of those) and as I
looked over to the well 1 saw scmethling move through the sllts of
the casement. Isaak was much closer to it than I and so I asked
him to check it out. As he approached the well, whatever It
was--dlsappeared. So I and Isaak together investlgated and
found snakes, the so-called "blue rasher." There were about 8 -
10 of them. They had wintered in the well, even though we had
cleaned the well the previous fall, but we were unable to get
behind the brlicks, and that’s where they had gotten In.

In the spring of 1900 when It seemed that there would be a
good harvest? we declded to bulld. We used rocks ("nigger
steads') for the house, and got them ourselves. We had to dig
down 5 - 6 feet deep until we found useable rocks. They were
trimmed to 9 X 18 Inches-- half Inch holes were drilled inte
them about 6 - 7 Inches deep, Iron wedges were Inserted, the
third wedge was forced between the other two, and thus the rock
was trimmed to slze. It was very hard work. Imaglne, to dig & -
6 feet down, the holes all had to be re-covered, the heavy rocks
needed to be loaded. Many of the rocks had to be carried to the
wagon, because we could ‘not get_cloée with the wagon. We got so
used to 1ift and carry rocks measuring about 3 - 3-1/4 £t. of a

thickness of 8 - 9 lnghes, we-had no problems with It.

=
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1f anyone thinks that ls easy, let him try! We also made
fence posts out of the rock. When we flgured we had enough
rocks for the house, we began bullding the house In the spring
of 1900. 1In those days we had to get the sand from Great Bend,
from the Arkansas Rlver. It was hard to get that sand out of
the river. Often we had to come out of the rlver with Just
half a load, and then go back and get the other half. Then the
previously unloaded half had to be loaded up agaln. At that
time they did not have the equipment with which they transport
the sand to the shore, and all you have to do is iocad 1t. Now we
had all that we needed to start building. We engaged two masons
who prepated the rocks. When they started with the masonry, I
and my brother Isaak had to bring the rocks to the buillding
slte, and I had to stir and carry the mortar. . It was hard for
the two of us. As the wall got hlgher, 1t got ever harder for
us. But we persevered! The house had a vaulted cellar, bullt
out of the same materials. Just prlor to harvest, we were able
to roof the house, and durlng harvest tlime, we had a carpenter
who did all the wood work. Durlng the summer, we did not have
any time to work on the 'house. _Harfesting. threshing,

harrowing, all had to be done. We had plenty of work to do.
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That year we had bought a threshing machine. So two of the
brothers went along with the machine. One was the engeneer,
(that was Abraham) and the other one was the machlne supervl!sor
(that was Isaak). That left me, my sister and one colored man,
who was the farm hand, to do the plowlng and harrowing. At that
time we already had three double-plows. In those days that
really was something. Because we did well, the relatives hated
us. Thelr envy caused them sleepless nights. But thanks to
Cod, this did not hurt us, for the business world as well as
other people respected us.

In the spring, while we were yet bullding the house, the
land agent who managed the land which we had lost (we were
leaslngllt now and were llving In the house) came and told us
that the company which owned the land had Informed him that they
had a buyer for the land, but they wanted to glve us flirst
cholce to buy. If we declined, the land would be as good as
sold. What to do? Not to buy? We would lose the roof over our
heads as well as the barns. To buy? We would get so deep Into
debt, never to get out again. The 81100 for the first quarter
were not yet pald, bullding the house had cost us between $900 -
1000, the thrasher $1350, and we ha& not one red cent avallable

as a down payment. Once again, we were dismayed.
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This was all so unexpected. In addlitlion, we would have to
buy 320 acres Instead of 120, that’s what the owners wanted.
However, it looked like a great harvest would come In, the
flelds were a sight to behold. The cost for the land was to be
$5200. What a tremendous sum when the lncome was only 30 - 35
cents per bushel of wheat. I sald to my father: "The only
way out of thls Is 0.P. Putnam. Let’s go talk to him. Maybe he
will buy the land and lets us keep (t, to be pald off as time
goes by." That’s what we did. Putnam bought the land, and let
us keep 1t, without one cent of proflt. He not even charged for
hlis efforts on our behalf. Thus we had gained strangers as
friends, due to our own dilligence.

Nufer, the two brothers Grafen, and Johannes Deutsch had
left two years earller, and so 1t came about that we had to
also buy Nufer’s 160 acres. The harvest was exceptionally
good, some of the fields ylelded up to 30 bushels. I don‘t
recall what the average was, but In order to cut the entlire
harvest, we had to buy another ..., we already had one, also
another wagon, and have some ...boxes made. All that cost tlme
and money. But that year we pald off the house and Putnam’s
81100 for the land, as well as ghe éhresher. In short, we pald
off all we owed, except the last land purchase. In additlon we

bought two more drill harrows.

-
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We also had to delliver a fourth of the harvest to the
ellivator. After most of the pressing work had been done, I and
my brother Abraham went and plastered the house, because we
dld not want more expenses. It dld not turn out as one of the
best, but did serve Its purpose. The flirst part of October,
when the plastering was completed, I and mother moved Into the
new house. The Inslde of the house was 28 ft. by 18 ft. and |t
had an addlitlon of 18 X 18 ft. It had two porches, one each on
the east- and west side of the house. It did not cost us very
much, for labor was cheap and so was the material. The stones
had cost us only work and sweat. The laborers cost only 82 per
day, the lumber between $14 and $18 per thousand feet.

Thq followlng year once agaln the prospects for a good
harvest were good, then It halled. I had the binder In the
fleld, had already gone round the fleld once. . That was In the
evening. The followlng mornlng it halled and destroyed all.
That was the best-looking wheat I had ever seen.

Now I want to write a bit about the church. When we came
to Amerlica, we dld not know that there are so many dlfferent
Lutheran Synods, and so many commungles which call themselves
Christian. We thought, 'If they call themselves Lutherans, they
must be Lutherans. Since there was no Lutheran community In
the Holsington area, we attended In Russel County, near a

place npwadays cal led M&hlbergen.
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At that time there was a parish which belonged to the Iowa
Synod. But as there seemed to be much strlfe among members of
the parish, we were undeclded. One of the men, a Phlllipp
Pozz, who had worked on our house, told us one day "If you want
to remaln Lutheran, you should Joyn the Missour! Synod." (He
himself was Reformed.) We asked hlm wheather the parish In
M&hlbergen was not Lutheran, and he told us that though It called
Itself Lutheran, It was not truly Lutheran. Only the Missourl
Synod was teachlng the right Lutheran teachings, he sald. He did
explaln many things to us. He also told us whom to contact, a
Pastor Hellwege of Albert, Kansas, aboyt 14 miles west of Creat
Bend. He had a worshlp place there near Otls, Kans. So one
Sunday my couslin Gottfried Boger and I drove over there and spoke
to hlm.- But since he alredy serviced seven dlfferent
localltlies, he could not take us on. He referred us to Pastor
Braver of Ellnwood. He also wrote to Pastor Brauer about us.

And so It came about that Pastor Brauer serviced us and we also
drove to the worshlp services in Ellnwood. Meannwhlile, the
parish In Mthlbergen had spllit, and one fractlon had called
Pastor G.F. Kleinhaus of the Mlasoupi Synod. At that time,
Pastor Brauer referred us to Pastor Klelnhaus. So from that
time on we were serviced by Pastor Klelnhaus of Holsington,
though usually we drove the 22 mlles, in good weather and In

bad. We trled to found a congregation, but without success.




{(page 386)

During the first few years our relatlves were agalnst us, but
later on they moved away and we remained. There was a nelghbour
who called hlmself a Lutheran, but was very lax. Meanwhile, a
congregation was started In Claflin and bullt a church, while the
congregatlion over at Mthlberger succeded in getting rid of
Pastor Klelnhaus. He was an excellent minister, but he moved to
Staven In Reno County, Kans. So we turned to Claflin and Jolned
the congregation there. Once agaln Pastor Brauer was our pastor.
However, since we had services only every other week, In the
afternoon, and the pastor was a very unorganlzed man, we often
did drive to M8hlberger. During spring and summer it was alright
to walt for Fhe pastor 2 - 3 hours (and that happened often).
Indeed, durlng the fall and winter months it happened that the
congreg&tlon would leave without him having shown up at all.
Then we would not get home tlll dusk or even after dark, for we
had to drive 14 miles. Often, by the time we got home, we were
cold, especlally the chlldren, and the animals needed to be
taken care of. Than I, wlth my week eye sight, would have to do
chores in the dark, and mother and Isaak would have to lend a
hand, yea, often they had to do more than I. At those times the
rallroad was to our disadvantagg, fér we had to pass two
crossings. The horses were alright, sometimes we would travel
along the track, not gxpecting a train, and then it came, with

lots of roaring and snorting and
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whistle blowing, frightening people and especlally the
horses. Often they could scarcely be controlled. So one time I
spoke to Pastor Brauer about that, about hls tardiness and about
the chlldren. The chlildren ran around at home much llke the
l11fe- stock and never got to church. He promised me that he
would come to Holsington and start up a "preachling place* for
there were quite a few Germans in Hoisington. To be sure, most
of them were sort of sectarlan, for they dld not care to which
rellglous group they belonged as long as they got away wlthout
too much cost. Pastor Brauer did indeed come a few times, but
soon he reverted to his old ways, came late, 1f at all and the
assembly adjourned. And that was the end of Pastor Brauer. In
the meaqtlme. the Mthlberger congregation introduced its newly
called minister, Pastor Brelhan. He was an excellent, good
man and served us for a while. Hls successor was Pastor
Behrend. But we remalned with Claflin. To please us, Pastor
Behrend offered to start a "preaching place® in Holsington.
Unfortunately, he did not come as preacher of the Word, but as
a reformer. He trled to reform people before he had even won
them over. The people he trled to win were from Northern
Russla, and these people cleave—to jthelr old ways. They hang
on to thelr songbook and the old melodies. He wanted to do away
with these, but the people reslted him. Indeed, he was a good

preacher, but he had some
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bad manners too, he was a so-called |ll-mannered person. He
used bad expressions and that made him unpopular. Pastor
Klelnhaus came a few times, followling our request. We asked him
to help us get a student to come to Holsington, which he was
able to do. A student by the name of August Oberheu was sent,
who also had to serve the vacancy In Great Bend. Pastor Frank
of Albert was the blshop at that time. Student Oberheu was an
excellent speaker and singer. He was to be our preacher, and
also conduct school. The question arose, school? Where? We had
no sultable place. So my two brothers and I bought a lot and
built a school house, In which not only school was conducted but
services were held as well. Before that we had held our worship
services In club halls, other churches, schools and the 1lke. At
that tlﬁe a new congregatlon was founded about ten miles north
of Holsington which was served by Pastor Willhelm Behrend of
Méhlberger. They beseached us to let them have our student to
teach school over there, and thus he could increase his
earnings. We agreed, for the student recelved only $30 per
month, $15 to be ralsed by us, the remalnder by the Misslion
Board. He had to cover all hls costs out of that, includlng his
travel costs to Great Bend. We_dld:not reduce hls salary, we

kept o©n
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payving our share. The additlonal earnings from the
northern congregation Ilncreased hls salary conslderably.
Unfortunately, by taklng over the school he established close
contact with Pastor Behrend, and Behrend Influenced hlm In the
worst way agalinst the people from Northern Russla. Pastor
Behrend then became our blshop, thus placing the student under
his directive, and It seems that Behrend did not relent from
turning Oberheu agalnst these Northern Russians. Regretfully,
he did thls among our own people too, and wlth success. He was
a bltter enemy of these people, he saw all of thelr faults,
except his very own! He wanted to do away with their hymn books
and thelr singing, and change thelr customs. In short, he dld
what was not part of his offlce, and regretfully he was succes-
ful wltﬁ It among our people and with the student. Behrend, In
trylng to proof that smoking Is no sin, went as far as keepling a
11t pipe In hls mouth all the way to the church door. He
conducted the chlldren’s sunday school plipe In hand, using the
plpe for polnting, llke a flnger. Though I must add that these
people dlid not conslider smoking a sin, but they demanded proper
demeanor from him. He contlnued to defy them in thls manner, he
knew nothing about demeanor. He was llke this among us, too--he
was real nasty In speach and behavior. Though student Oberheu
did not copy Behrend’s behavior, he was totally !ngluenced

agalnst these pecple and mocked them
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and gosslpped about them. Yet these very people were to
become a congregation in Holslington! They were aware of all thils
and that‘s why none of them wanted to Joln us. After Oberheu
left we unlted with the congregatlion north of Holslngton. We
made plans to get a student who would serve us and teach school
at both places as well, since the congregation In Great Bend did
not want a school. All went well, we had very good schools,
taught In both languages. Oberheu had been an excellent
teacher, and so was the new student, Otto Hebestreit. Both were
good teachers as well as speakers. Durlng the summer Pastor
Behrend left Mthlberger and Pastor Frank became our bishop
again. He too was a good preacher but he was also sly and a
scoffer. Under the leadershlp of Frank and student Kohn we and
the congregatlon In Holslington, which at that time was a
formally founded congregation and member of the General Synod,
unlited Into one body. My brother Abraham did not Joln this
congregation. The congregation of the General Synod gave
up lts teachlngs and accepted ours. Next morning my father and
brother Abraham wlthdrew from thls unlted congregation. As
I was to be the only one left among these people (whose pastors
had been such terrors) I, too, q}th&rew. 1 have regretted this
step a thousand tlmes over and wlll regret It for the rest of my

life.
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(I must make some correctlons.) After Oberheu, student Otto
Hebestrelt came to us. He too was an excellent teacher and
preacher, but he too fell under the influence of Behrend, who
always sald that he had to avert his nose whenever he came Into
the presence of the Northern Russlians, “"because It stinks 1lke
Russlans!" Yet he married one of thelr women, most llkely he
loved that stench. Unfortunately, we too became the victims of
these agltatlions, because our pastors and teachers mocked and
laughed at these people, we did it too! We thought if the
pastors and teachers do this, we can too. Even Pastor Frank
took part In thls. Based on all this, we felt secure and thought
that the pas;ors would never not turn away from us, that they
would rather leave thelr congregatlon, for was not the
congregétlon made up mostly of those whom they despised? But
when It became clear to these pastors that they could get more
from the congregatlion than from us, those hymn books were not so
bad after all, and the singing was alright, too. When we triled
to confront them about thlis, we became the evll doers iIn thelr
eyes. Otto Hebestrelit came to this congregation as an employee,
and In the beginning he did serve us, but not iIn the manner
which we had the right to expect frém him. We demanded that he
gerve us as we had been served before by our pastors and

students, to hold OUD‘QEFVICEB on Sunday afternoons.

-
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He dld not even do that. He came to see me once and Invited
me to Joln the congregation. I told him that 1f we dld return,
It might cause a split In the congregation. He then sald
these terrible words: “Let them all go to hell, Just come." We
had given him a fur coat and hat for Christmas, he had forgotten
all the good thlngs we had done for him. I guess we should
now go to where he had wished the others would go! But In the
end, he got hls due. That congregatlion accused him of
womanlzing, even though he vindicated himself. After that, he
was unable to remaln there and he moved away. The mercy and
love of our Lord Christo be with him!

I have to. add something here. The student Oberheu, due to
Behrend’s Influence, went so far, that after he preached his
farewe!i sermon, he not even shook hands with them. These
people had treated him with due respect during his time in
office. Of student Kohn I must add that he too was a good
preacher and singer. He was a tall, strong man, and a good
musiclan on the organ and plano. Hebestrelt was an orator and
preacher, but not a singer.

Earller on I had thought about moving away from there, but I
had always hesltated, somehow hoplng that a congregation would

still]l be founded In Holslngton.
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But all these things discouraged me, as well as the
persecution of my chlldren by the relatives. Flnally I made the
decision to move quickly. Earller I had bought 320 acres land,
about 18 mlles north west from here. Since there was no hope
for a congregation, I bought 480 acres of land here, where I am
now residling and llving. I made the move In the fall of 1911.
Myself, Isaak and Willle made the trip over-land, with all the
clothes and household articles. Mother and the rest of the
chlldren arrived here on the traln on November 5, 1911. We went
to pick them up at the depot in Dodge Clty. At that time, the
local congregation was headed by pastor Johann Rabold, a weak
preacher. The congregatlon was very small at that time, they
had only 11 members, and I became the 12th. Since then the
congregatlon has grown, from withln Itself as well as from
outside. I always took care that my chlldren .should have
Christian Lutheran teachling, and that they should be part
of the congregation, which was true Lutheran. With God’s help,
therefore, my chlildren are all Lutherans, and they are all
members of a Lutheran congregation. I am hoplng, wlth the
grace of God, they wlll remain thus! May God grant this, Amen!

But I also have reason to co@plain about my chlldren, not
about gross sins llke dancing, drinking, etc., but because of
thelr "Engllishing". -For them-I am no longer good enough because

1_am German, not English. I wlll remain where God
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has placed me. Had he wanted me to be English, I would have
been born as an Englishman. HNelther am I ashamed of my German
parents, they are good enough for me! Nor am 1 ashamed of
the German language they taught me, such as my chlldren are.
They insult me and hurt me, for they are not teachling German to
thelr chlldren any more, they are teachlng them only Engllish.
They do not heed what God is telling them in the fourth
commandment: “Honor your father and mother, and you shall do
well and llve long on earth.” 1 have nothing to add to that.
If they were to think about these words, they would be terrifled
Into thelr Innermost hearts. They are not honoring me, they are
mockling and laughing at me.

They know that I had a strong Interest In getting them to
church ﬁnd school, which I did. And now, for the sake of the
dear English, they take part In robblng me and thelr mother of
parts of the worshlp services, alded In thelr efforts by the
present pastors. The modern pastors do not take up their
offices as "pastors" but rather as "reformers" of the German
language. ("Reformer" s not qgulte the right word.> They do not
know the language themselves. Thelr pronunclation Is often

faulty. In general, within thelr sermons
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thelr syntax and pronunclation iIs abomlnable. They begln a
gsentence wlth a German word and end It with an English one. The
German articles "der, dle, das" are misused In the most shameful
way. Oftentimes they use the neuter for the masculine, or
vice versa. They graduate from their Instltution not only to
serve as pastors, but also to destroy the German language, even
though they know that the German language ls a noble glft from
God. Our older pastors aren’t doing this, it ls the young
ones who are, they even take the crooked path to get to thelr
goals. Many of them let the end Justlfy the means. Just 1lke
the Jesults. They don’t want to teach school any more for they
belleve that_a blt of Sunday school and a few weeks of spring
school {s enough religlous tralning. They know that they are
furthering the decline of rellglion, but they do It anyway, for
the flesh prefers to llve wlthout religlon-based efforts. They
risk the souls of these children. They (that ls the pastors)
also know what Luther wrote about languages. Nevertheless, they
heed no warnings of any kilnd, and contlnue to destroy the German
language, for they are clever pecple. Thelr sermons are by
far not as strong as those of the older pastors, and often
without a central theme. Last Synda?. January 8, 1928, I heard a
sermon wlithout a theme. It was only a talk, pralsing The Three

Wise Men and dammlnq-ﬁerod.

-
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The meaning of the word "magl!"* was explalined In depth, and
how wrong the critics of Luther are, who say that he dld not
properly translate the word magl. Magl also means sorcerer or
magiclan. But as the wise men from the East were Intelllgent
and well respected people, Luther was right to translate the
word "magl" as "wise men.* And that the wise men made a trlp
of 600 miles or more, and so on and so forth. I have heard
things 1lke thls from others as well. They too have heard
sermons that were loaded with world history, the sermons which
deal wlth the mercy through Jesus Christ are becomlng scarce.
With fl11m machines, dialogue and vaudeville they are trylng to
keep the younger generations withln the congregation, not wilth
The Word of éod. wilth methods of schooling and chastisement, but
with £11m machlnes, vaudeville and other foollsh lmplements. In
this manner the young are to be educated and trained as
Christlans. May God have mercy on us in these last troubled
times, and stay with us, and do not turn away from us In his
wrath. Amen.

I must make a few more correctlons. My memory s falllng
me, some things I do ngt clearly recall.

Before we ever united wlth the‘general congregatlion of .

Hoislngton, we Jolned the
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the congregation located 10 mlles north of Holsington, and
under the leadershlp of student W. Kohn, we formed one
congregation. We declded Immedlately to call Pastor Hebestrelt
as our paster. At that time, Pastor Hebestrelt was stlll a
student at the seminary In St. Louls. And so It was that he
became our pastor. For the In-between-time, untll Hebestrelt
himself could answer our call, he sent a student to £i111 In for
him. I do not recall the student’s flrst name, but his family
name was Rammelons. As we had already unlted, this man tried
very hard to convince us to return to the congregation, to cause
it to break up. For this person too was a bitter enemy of these
people, not as much the pecple but thelr customs, way of 1lfe
and thelr maﬁner of publlc worshlp services. I regret today,
and wlll regret for the rest of my life that I did not follow
that advise. I think now that he would have been successiul
with his efforts If he had not asked us to break up the
congregation. At times he would get so exclted, he would Jump
up and beat the table with his flst, and say that 1t was our
duty to break up thls congregatlon for |t was not a real
Lutheran assembly. Regretfully, we did not do It, It went
agalnst our consclence.) We should ﬁave done it, for that
congregatlion later on broke up ényway, under Pastor Jullus
Ressner. After Pastor Hebestrelt came and treated us as

previously descrlbed
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my brother Isaak stayed away from the church, and untll this day
he has not returned. Hls famlly grew up as heathens. There s
hope, though, that some day he and his family will return, for
he as well as hls entlre famlly have been baptlized with Holy
Baptlism and this baptlsm works for the forglveness of sins,
releases from the hold of death and the devll and bestows 1ife
everlasting. May God grant thls, Amen!

Of Pastor Behrend I want to add that, after having flnlshed
Sunday School with plpe In hand, he would lay the pipe on the
window si11 of the church, and then start the service. Thls
caused nothing but vexatlon for the congregation. In Holslngton
once he bellowed a song all by himself, for one cannot refer to
what he did ;s "singing," he did not have a singing volce. He
was offénslve. not only to the North Russlans, but also to us.
Imaglne, a congregatlon was to be founded from these people, and
then to treat them thls way?! No wonder these folks did not
want to Joln us. If one of us lay people had committed such
acts, the pastor would have pronounced a ban over him for ever
and ever. It Is llke this untl]l this day. Whatever pastors do,
Is right, the lay people have nothlng to say about l1t. Should

a lay man do something or say sometﬁlng,
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In all lnnocence, not even aware of belng wrong, right away he
Is forced on his knees, having to regret and beg forglveness.
For the pastors are very clever people, they have studlied logic.
Through loglc they can then twist the words of a lay person In
such a manner that In the end It really appears there Is
something to thelr charge. They are so well versed In thls
loglc that they can make a cat with one tall appear as 1f |t has
three talls.

What I have portrayed above makes me sound as If I was a
voraclous devourer of pastors, but this 1s not so. I am even a
reverer of ministers, and I love them. However, I am opposed to
thelr extravagances. I am the opponent of all that In which
they are wroﬁg, where they stlill try to appear right even though
they themselves know they are wrong. I am the opponent of the
worldly methods they use In church and school, Instead of
employing the mighty Word of God. Do not think that I am a
hater of pastors!

Discouraged and dissatisfied (with the events as descrlbed
above) I moved away from Holslington, and ln November 19i1 I came
here. It was a wet fall, and the winter was hard and long with
much snow. For a whlle, the countr§ Slde seemed llke a "snow
desert." At that time, the farﬁers lost a lot of llve stock. A
rancher lost 86 head durlng Just one bllzzard. He hlmself
nearly lost his life,.slnce the bllzzard surprlsed-hlm. Feed

becamé'schrce. The followlng harvest (1912) was a good one.
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I had no more wheat, for 1 had let renters have my land.
However, my renter did not seed all the land In wheat, therefore
Imyself planted wheat, rye, and corn. I had excellent crops at
that time. The harvest for 1913 was poor, what 1lttle blt there
was, was then eaten up by grass hoppers, resulting In crop
fallure. In 1914 the harvest was very good. Then war broke out!
Everything became expensive, except farm produce, they remalned
cheap.

The harvest of 1915 was so-so. In 1916 the harvest was
good. Until that time, I llved In an old house which had
previously been a school house with an addition. I declided to
bulld a house, because at the old place I had no pasture.
Therefore 1 ﬁeclded to bulld right on the pasture, on sectlon 33
of the ﬁorth east quarter, where the house and barns are stlll
standing to this day. I started bullding the house, animal barn,
wash-house and chlcken coop in October 1916, and also drilled a
well. The house was completed by Spring 1917. I had bad luck
with the well drilling. Drilling the flrst hole, we reached
blue shale at a depth of 80 feet. The second try was north of
the anlmal barn. Agaln we reached blue shale at 83 feet. So we
turned west, directly across from tﬁe little house, south of the
sectlion llne, we drlilled the thI}d hole and at 83 feet we

finally found water.
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Three feet above the blue shale was very flne sand, that Is
where we Installed the pump and erected the windmill. We planned
to pilpe the water to the house. But there was not enough water
In this well. So we went back to the flrst hole and drilied
deeper, down to 200 feet, and still did not find water. The well
drilller was not equipped to drlll a really deep well. The man
then told me that he would make a shallow well for me at the
place where the windmlll was, for half the cost. However, thls
man did not understand hls busliness well enough (thls was the
second man we had hired>. So, we went back, a few feet north of
the first well, and drilled to the same depth. Agaln, we
reached sand and water, but thls guy brought up much more sand
with the sluége bucket than the flirst guy did. This might have
caused & larger hole down there, and produced more water ln that
way. But It was stll] not enough, for when we Installed the
pump and the windmill we agaln learned that the water supply was
not sufflclent. However, it was conslderably better than the
first one and so we declded to plpe the water to the house (for I
already had ordered 100 feet of plpe from Chlcago). Whlle we
were ln the middle of thls, the thlird man came and sald he would
drill water for me at 200 - =20 feei depth, near the house. .
Once agaln I declded to drlll néar the house. Instead of the
220 feet we drilled to 442 feet. And we did have water! But,
alas! Thls man rulned the well, for he drllled the hole kind of

crookéd. and he was unable to properly
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“case" the hole, so that the water was always above, and It was
dirty. 1 cannot describe all the work and troubles we had. It
cost me three mills, plus the thrusting and tearing caused by
the mllls, I Just can’t describe It all. It took three "Eureka
Cyllnders," plus lots of work and sweat, and moanling and
groanlng. I want to warn all my descendants agalnst a deep
well, and even more so agalnst "Eureka Cylinders.® Along came
the fourth man, he told me that he would get water for me at a
depth of 200 - 210 feet. If there was no water at that depth, he
would cut his price by half. So we went ahead and drllled about
elght feet north of the old hole, and at 210 feet he hit water.
He contlnued‘to drill about 14 more feet Into the water. We
then Installed 4" black pipes as well as 1-1/4" plpes, and a
2-1/2 cfllnder, and now we had water. Agaln, not enough! At
times it got very dirty. But at least we did not have the work
and trouble we had with the first well. Thls well business cost
me more than $2000, for during the war materlal and labor were
very expensive.

September 11, 1918, In the evenling Just before dark, we sat
at table and ate our d{nner. Samuel was a chlld of 6 years. He
asked for mother to take him to the.bathroom. When mother
opened the door, she saw flre comlng out of the front bullding

the clothes closet,
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for we had bullt a storage area there for storling our old
clothes. When mother yelled "flre" we all ran and trled to put
out the flre. We all lost ocur heads and became confused and were
unable to put out the fire. So the new house, with all Its
contents, burned to the ground. We were able to save very
little. We stood there, so to speak, bare and naked. We still
do not know how the fire got started. At that time, and still
today, I surmised that It was arson. There was a war golng on
and the Germans were hated. To this day I have my suspiclons,
but I cannot prove a thing. Four days after the fire, I once
agaln started to bulld, using the foundation of the burnt-down
house, but this time I made It a little larger. I added a
pantry and a'bath room and enlarged the cellars. Otherwise the
current;house ls bullt the same as the former one. However, the
first one was a better looking house, it had different cornices,
and over the entlre east and north side It had a round porch.
Thls fire hit me very hard. A war was golng on, all was
expenslve, the costs for the wells and other problems with 1ive
stock and such, no harvest yet, and other worrles as well.
Because I had falllng eye sight, I thought that I should keep
one of my chlldren close by, for Théodnr was slckly and week and
I declded that he should go to unlversity. Samuel was stil] too

young, so I
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choose my son Wilhelm, he should remaln near by.

In the fall of 1922, when he was about to be marrled, I
bullt this llttle house where I am currently llving, together
with a well, windmlll and a small chlicken coop. It also has an
arched cellar. Thils cost me another few thousand. As to water,
1 was lucky here, for I found lots of good water at a depth of
71 feet. For about two years Wilhelm lived In the little house,
then he got tlred of the running back and forth, and I don’t
blame him for that, for I myself would not have 1lked to run up
and down two-three times a day. So, shortly before the harvest
in 1924 he moved into the big house and I moved into the little
one (which cost $1800 Including the cellar, well and windmill).
Once agaln I:had to bulld for the little house was too small for
my famliy. The small addlitlon cost $300, the wash house $100,
the large chlcken coop $150, the cow barn 8125, and the pig sty
$30. Therefore the entire deal cost me nearly $3000.00. At the
same time, I spent $600-8700 on Theodor. All thlis plus the crop
fallures got me Into debt. 1In addlitlon I had those high taxes
to pay, and many a doctor blll, as well as the eye glasses.

They have cost me a lot of money already.
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I have very weak eyes, I am night blind since blrth, which means
that Is the way 1 was born, I have never seen anything at night.
I have also lost one eye due to cataract. I was operated on my
right eye because of cataract. Later I lost sight In that eye.
At present, while I am writing this down, I am half blind in my
remalning left eye. I am wrlting on January 28, 1928. In
August of 1927 I became 111 on the left side of my head. The
left side of my head was paralyzed. I was unable to move my
eye, and I could not close It. My lips were rigid as well as
the entire left side of my face. I had extreme paln in that
side of my head. My eyes and lips are rlgid till this day, only
not ln the same degree as in the beginning. I thlnk that 1s why
I do not seelvery well. My eye slight has been Impalred. I am
afrald fhat I will go totally bllnd. May the good Lord prevent
this!

Now I have come to the end of my narratlve, though many a
thing might have happened which I cannot recall and have
forgotten. It Is qulte possible that some of It will stlll come
to mind, then I will add It later on.

I have only two wishes which I will express with two poems,
which will follow; | '

Flrs£ Wish

I. Just once more I would llke to see my beioveq homeland

Just once more be where spring’s gentle breezeé wave.

w
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II.

I1I.

IV.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

When the birds return to thelr beloved places at home

Which they had sadly left, driven away by winter’s cold.

But now they’re rejoicing and singing, enJoying their
beaut!ful world

Thelr happy songs resounding from afar, over forests and

flelds.
The storks are clattering happlly, they too have all
returned

As they buslly repalr thelr nests, which winter had
destroyed.

And the swallows are returnlng, singing of past happlness

Oh, my heart grows falnt, as I think back of my homeland.

Thereleverythlng Is glad and happy, not remembering paln

: and sorrow

There spring is wondrous, after winter’s lce and snow.

All ls bloomlng and green, all around ls God’s blessing.

And soon, tall ears of graln wil)l softly move in gentle
breezes.

My homeland, Just once more I want to cross the wide sea

But In valn Is gll my longlng, for old age oppresses me.

Never shall I see again, thefplace where my cradle stood

May the Lord bless and keep you, fare well, my homeland.
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I.

II.

II.

I111.

Iv.

Second Wish, My Parents’ Grave

I know 2 little solltary place in this world, It lles
aquletly, still and hldden

There I take refuge when I am plagued with pain and worrles.

And should you ask, I‘11 tell you, It’s not far from here

The one place In thls world, most dear to me,

It’s my parents’ grave.

And when I tire of this life, must leave this world

Then dear Lord, grant me this wish, have me carrled to this
place

When Death closes my eyes, lay me to rest

at the place where all that’s dearest to me can be found,

There af the place, at my parent’s grave.

Though far away from vou for many years, my gaze turns
toward my homeland

Impatlently I awalt the happy hour when I wlll see you
agaln, oh my happlness.

Just once more durlng this li1fe, to see you agailn, oh
.preclous place.

That ls my greatest desire, ltfdraws me there, so mightlly

Then I would contlinue quleélv along my path, ln thls vale

of tears
My heart would bé content, and not fear any'oiher sSorrov.
ﬁhf walt you Impatlent heart, Just once It might be posslble

To stil]l the pain, which you have born most every day.
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Notes, Not In Chronologlcal Order

In the year 1914 we had a good harvest.

1914 The war started.

1919 In the month of May, a very strong wind blew over my
chicken coop, at the old place.

1919 A poor harvest, very dry, feed is also very poor.

1920 Early crop was good, late crop was eaten by grass hoppers,
therefore the harvest was medium.

1921 The harvest was medlium.

1918 Harvest was weak, had to buy seed. Winter wet wilth much
snow and raln, feed was also poor. Many farmers had to buy
thelr feed. Alfalfa cost up to $42 per ton. Much llve
stock séarved to death.

1922 Good harvest. 1 threshed 4700 bushels of wheat, and 400 of
barley. The buckwheat was good, too.

1923 Weak harvest.

1924 Harvest was good again. Following the harvest, I went on a
trip to Elbow Lake In Minnesota, In a ford sedan
automoblle. It was almost 900 mlles. There were three of
us, myself, motheq and Samuel. On the way there we
travelled via Holsington, Holyfoad. Elsworth, Salina,
Bellville, Chester-Neb., Omaha-Neb., Counselblufs-Ia. In

Counselblufs I was arrested.
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I had driven Into a man’s ... But the Judge dld not punish
me because a pollceman witnessed In my favor. From there on I
drove to Sioux City, on to Minnesota. It took 3-1/2 days
to get there. After arriving there at my nephew’s, we wrote to
thelr mother and father (Adam and Carollne Deutsch) and we
arrlived there the followlng evening from St. Paul. What great
Joy. They received us very warmly. From there, I went to
vislt my couslin Georg Adam Boger In Alexandria, Min. My nephew
Christof Deutsch took me there durlng the worst rain. On the way
home we went from Sloux Clty stralght to Lincoln, Neb. and
bypassed Counselblufs. Near Lincoln we met up with the Llincoln
highway agaln. I have seen much durlng that trlp. There ls a
blg differenée between there and here. Thelr crops are larger,
but thef need to feed It during the winter.
1925 Harvest was medium. The buckwheat was poor
1926 Threshed 3900 bushels of wheat, took ln $4600 for lt, for

1lve stock $300.
1927 Very poor harvest. ©S00 bushels of wheat, no buckwheat or

barley, Income of $650.
1927-28 Mild winter, January 1928 ls ending today, and there s

no raln nor snow.
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Warm

1927

1928

1928

i8

23

1928

January 1928
and windstlll, mornings cold.
May 8 there was a strong south west wind, it was terrible.
It rulned our wheat, which up till then had been good and
the prospects for a good, harvest had been excellent. From
then on, no raln. Thils wind also blew my chicken coop
over. A few weeks later I rebulld it, I enlarged it.
January 1. Yesterday, December 31 1927, all day long we had
strong winds from north west, and the temperature was 7
degrees above 0. Tonlght, January 1, we had 10 degrees
above 0, pretty cold for Kansas. It has been dry for more
than 4 months, today is January 3, 1928. The wheat does
not look good.
Fram the B8th to the 14th very warm. From the i14th to 18th
gray and foggy. On January 16th I saw a bull snake, It was

warm enough for the snakes to come out of hibernatlion.

January clear and warm and a blt windy, winds from south
west.
A bit colder. Clear skles and warm and dry. HNorth west

winds, no winds ln the afternoon.
On January 18 old Friedrich Deﬁtsch visited me and spent
the entlre day with me. On the 18th I also met Helnrich

Bitter at Nufer’s.
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1928
Schnelder gave me money for Isaak. I owe him that
amount.
Deyae also gave me money for Isaak. I owe that too.
I also owe Isaak an I1.0.U. of
Another 1.0.U. of
Further, I owe Isaak for buckwheat, 112 bushels at
50 cents per bushel
I also owe Isaak for 35 bushels of buckwheat at
50 cents per bushel

Here is the address for Woronzowka:

(address noted In Russian)

$25.00

10.00
100.00
245.00

56.00

17.50

1926 On September 12 Ilmade another trip with mother, Theodor

and Lydla to Plerce, Nebraska to vislit Albert and Amalla

Setzkorn. On the way there, we stopped to attend the

wedding of Katharlina, my brother Isaak’s daughter.

The

landscape around Plerce, Nebraska is sandy and hilly, but
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the grain grows well elther on the hills or in the valleys.

South of Plierce towards Kansas.the area Is beautliful. On

the way home we turned west at Columbus and travelled along

the valley of the Platte River all the way to Hastlngs.




B R e e L 2 LRI ETT L TSR LTI U TR, T k.

62
(page 62) February 1928

From Hastings we travelled to Beaver City, from Beaver City we
turned south towards Norden, and passed Hill Clty, Waukeeny,
Ness City, Jetmore and were home again. I saw dlfferent

areas on thils trip, good ones as well as poor ones. But the

poorest one 18 In Kansas. Already beginning at the Nebraska

gtate llne, around Norden and H!11 Clity, a blt south from there,
the area Is poor. 1 saw no more black soll. On this trip I saw
no mountalns anywhere, and the banks of the Platte River were
low. I only saw mid-size hills. I cannot understand why people
have settled in the area north of Waukeeny to the Nebraska state
line.

1928 On February 3rd stll] dry and warm. Today a little wind
from south west. In the north and north west dark and
cloudy.

| Remalin German

I. Remain German, my son, and do not feel ashamed
though a thousand fools may deride you
They want to take away your German language and your German
mind, therefore resist them
The free country wants to rob you of your freedom
will not allow you to be what God has ordained
Hold tightly on to the old, true falth
and fear God alone, and nothing else in this world.

II. Many a German lsino credit to the Germans -

and yocu and I have to bear his shame
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IV.

Because of thls our chlldren are hated
and talked about in such awful manner

If only the German-haters knew the beaut!ful product
which grows from thls foundation
They’d be ashamed before God and men

to have so wickedly abused It.
they’d shy away from all Insolence
The German finds a quick, Insulting tongue repulsive
which says the elders or such simpletons
Amerlca needs the German loyalty
needs the German probity and discipline
Oh, remain German, to the enJoyment of all
who slincerely seek the welfare of thls country.
Remaln German and honest, don’t let this feverish humbug
thfow you out of the straight and narrow ways
Rather endure poverty and do without
unti) diligence and parsimony have come to fruition
Show this unsteady people -- what perseverance can produce
and how the poorest, but faithful servant
can succeed and yet surpass the speculator.
The CGerman writings read, my son, and refresh
your heart and min& with the substantial German word
In the German book, this noble gift from Ged,

vyou find the true Nlebelungen treasure
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There a great, beautiful treasure Is burled

for which many a foreigner has laboriocusly searched

But you can easily find |t

you know the magic language which will raise it.

Yet, you must also pursue English

64>

the German easlly learns a forelgn language--

but you must hold fast to your mother tongue

so that you’ll not lose the German heart

Oh guard yourself agalnst changing the pure German

and don‘t express yourself with mixed phrases

Do not use gibberish with your children

speak, sing, and pray in German in your home.
February 2nd we had thlck fog. All night long it was nicely
wafm and calm. Still no raln or snow, very dry. The
wind blows from the east, the fog has gone. I hope we get

some precipitation.

February 4th Madilde came and got mother, because on February 1

they had a little daughter, therefore this morning I am all
alone at home. Theodor, Lydia and Samuel went to church
because today, the Sth, the service s In English. Now I
wish to leave my déscendants a German poem, which goes | lke
this:

Mother tongue, mother sounds, oh how wonderfully beloved

Elrst word I ever heard, sweet wonder word of love
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First sound I ever babbled, rings within my heart forever.

II. Oft, how sad ls my heart, whlle I am abroad
and must use forelgn tongues, utter forelgn words

(page 65)
which I shall never come to love,
which do not sound salutatory.

III. Language, beautlful and wondrous, your sound is so clear
I will bury myself ever deeper
into your riches and your splendor
It seems as if through it I hear
the calls from fathers of the past.

IV. Ring and ring, on and on, eplc language, words of love
Rise from deep vaults, old songs, sounded long ago
Live anew, in sacred writings, to warm every heart.

V. Evérywhere ls God’s touch, sacred Is many a custom
But for prayer and thanksgiving
When 1 express my love and my innermost thoughts
I speak my mother tongue.

1928 February 6th we had thundershowers, Just like in the summer.
We got a good socaking. Nice and warm during it all, no
frost.

February 7th a blt?cloudy.,nofthwest winds, warm, no frost.

1928 From the 6th to the 12 of February very nice weather, warm
and no wind. Mdrnings a'bit cloudy, afterncon about 4

= o‘clock a qulet country started. It rained until 8 p.m.
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In the eveﬁlng it started to snow.
(page 66>
We had about 3 Inches of snow, though a lot of snow soaked
into the soggy ground. Today, February 13th we have wind
and a small snowstorm, but still warm, the ground is not
frozen.
1928 February 10th my son Isaak came with his family from
Holisington for a visit.
* February 12th durlng the rain he left here on hls way home.
1917 In March Isaak came out West and trled farming. He worked
hard but was unsuccessful.
1926 In August he moved away from here to Holsington. There he
took a Jjob with the Mo. Pa. Rallroad Co.
1928 February 14th very nlce, sunny and warm.
Remarka.about Sermons
Now I want to make a few remarks about Pastor Wiilms’
sermons. Often, he mentions pastoral experlences at
sick beds, and other such experiences. But all these pastoral
experiences come from sectarlans. For Instance, he mentioned
John Bunyon who wrote Pllarims’ Progress, also Melton who wrote
Paradise Lost and Won.: He also mentioned the sick-bed
experiences of the Scotélsh Pastor Goodrich, as well as the

Amer jcan poet
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Longfellow, a sectarian, describing how the latter composed a
poem about the Journey to Jericho. Not a word about our true,
Lutheran pastors. Pastor should know that all these mentloned
persons belong to the sectarlans, and should not refer to them
as ldeals. Doesn’t our Lutheran church have any pastors who have
experienced death- and sick beds? Doesn’t our Lutheran church
have better teachers than a Bunyon or Melton and the 1lke? 1If
we don’t have any other teachers than those mentloned, we are
to be pitied. We Lutherans of the Missourl Synod have been
warned of the sectarlians and their congregations. And yet, from
the pulpit, sectarian preachers are held up as ideals. How sad!
1928 February 15th cloudy and warm in the morning, in the
afternoon around 4 o‘clock 1t became more cloudy, bringing
snﬁw. Today, at 2:30 Karl Schén’s child will be burled.
Thanks be to God that he took thlis poor creature lnto his
arms, for the poor child was not normal.
1928 February 17th strong winds from northwest. All the walks

and paths are blown over. The flelds are snow covered.
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1928

1928

1928

1928

February 18th, the sun is shining warmly today and all the
snow will be gone today. Just now a stranger got stuck in
the snow on the way to town. The boys Willie, Theodor and
Samuel pulled him out. Yesterday, I and Theodor got
stuck four times on our way to town.

February 19th, Sunday, nice and pleasantly warm, all the
snow has melted. Monday the 20th sunny and warm and winds
from southeast. We could have bad weather agaln.

Tuesday the 2ist partly cloudy, warm and windy, wind from
the south east.

Vednesday, the 22nd, partly cloudy, no frost, very nicely
warm, and a blt of wind from south - southeast.

22nd February. During the night of February 20th Homer
Setzkorn got sick wlth appendicitis. Currently he Is in
hospital in Dodge.

February 23rd. Yesterday around 2:30 o‘’clock a strong wind
came up from north - northwest with clouds. It looked 1lke
it would snow, but we only had a strong wind storm, It got
very cold. Today the 23rd It is windy and cold, and
lightly cloudy.

February 24th in the morning cloudy, at times the sun came
through. Today waé the first Lenten worship service.
After the service, I and mother and Theodor drove to the
hospital to visit Homer Setzkorn. Around 4 o’clock It

started to snow.
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1928 February 25th. Yesterday and last night it did not snow
very much, the ground is barely covered. The morning was
nice and warm and the sun shone. The snow is gone. The
sky has a few clouds, Its nice and warm. February is over
now, untl] the end It was warm and there was no wind.

March

1928 The morning of March ist partly cloudy, a blt of frost, no
wind and warm.
March 2nd no wind, warm and nice.
March 3rd cloudy in the morning. Arocund 9 o’clock it
started to rain, and it rained till 11 o’clock. In the
afternoon 1t contlnued to raln for a whlle, then the rain
changed. to fog and fine mist.
March 4th in the morning the sun comes through. The sky is
lightly cloudy, its warm and calm.
March 5th is cloudy, south wind, cool and unpleasant.

1928 March 6th Sunrise nice and clear, warm, windstill and

| pleasantly cool.
March 9th clear, nlce and warm, a llght wind from
northwest. The previcus days were nice, tooc. On the 7th
it seemed as if it would rain, . but It did not. Yesterday,
March 8th Dodge Cléy hosted a iarge falir, exhibiting a.lot
of machlnery, tractors, combines, drllls, plows, disks, etc.

* March 12th the éky is partlally cloudy with winds from

northwest. The previous days were warm and sunny.
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March 1928

March 11th we had the flrst goose egg this spring.

" 13th, In the evening the sky clouded over, looked 1lke
rain. It began to raln durlng the night of the i3th in the
morning around 3 o’clock. It was a nice country rain, and
wlth some Interruptions contlnued to raln on the 14th.
During the night of the 15th it started to snow and storm.
It snowed heavily, and a lot of It thawed right away. But
during the day It was a regular blizzard, which continued
tl1l 8 o’clock In the evening. In the morning of the 15th
the storm was not bad and Samuel went to school, I warned
him to stay home. But he did not listen, and so he could
not come home, he stayed the night with the pastor. With
all of that, It was not very cold.

March isth the sky Is lightly cloudy, northwest winds, not very
cold.

March 19th. The previous days were nice with northwest winds.
The snow is almost all gone. Thls morning is very nice,
light frost, and clear skies. This will be a warm day.

March 10th we planted potatoes.

. 20th we planted our cabbage and onlions.

* 2ist very warm and clear, .no night frost.

' 23rd yesterday and today nicely warm.

. 22nd the women‘s association surprised Pastor Wilms’ wife

- on her birthday.
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March 1928 and April 1928

March Monday, the 26th. The previous days very nice, no wind,
warm and pleasant. The night of the 25th a strong northwest
wind came up and is stlill blowing strongly today, but It is
a pleasant, cool air.

March Sunday, the 25th our Pastor W!ims preached an excellent
sermon, true to scripture and upllfting.

I am wrilting this down In the morning of the 26th of March.
For the last three months I have been il1l1. I feel the
Il1lness most In the morning when I get up, I feel tired and
listless. I have seen the doctor, he says I am healthy. I
think he Is wrong. 1 have also suffered much with my eyes.
Last Saturday, the 24th of March I bought a pair of
evyeglasses, and things are a bit better.

March Zéth. The 26th was nlce and calm and warm. On the 27th a
strong southwest wind came up. During the night of the 27th
the wind turned to the northwest and has been blowing
strongly. It 1Is pleasantly cool.

March 29th. Yesterday, the 28th, toward evening, the skies got
cloudy. The wind turned to north - northeast, it got
stronger and cold: Today, around 3 o‘clock In the
afternoon, it cleared up, the wind has dled down. It’s
stil]l quite cool, the wind blows in gusts.

April 1st. The previous days were nice, Aprll ist also had good

- weather.
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Aprll 1928

April 3rd I planted 61 llittle trees, 15 honey acaclas, 11 black

acaclas, 21 elms, 14 mulberries. Today we have strong
southwestern winds, skles are clear, wind is drying.

Sth. Yesterday, on the 4th, at sunset It got cloudy, and
the wind blew very strongly all day long from the north.
About 9:30 o’clock in the evening it started to rain. It
ralned heavily and the wind blew strong gusts. It Is stlll
cloudy. It was a good railn. At about 9 o’clock in the
evening 1t started to snow and continued till 4 o‘clock
next morning. It was a heavy, wet snow. By noon on Good
Friday the snow had melted, all was wet and muddy. We got
a good, . thorough scaking and the wheat locks good, as well
as the late wheat.

April 7th Easter Saturday, all day long It was cold, windy and

cloudy. On Easter Sunday, April 8th, the mornlng was clear,
windy and cold with frost, by afternoon it had warmed up

and the skles were clear.

April 13th Is the date this was recorded. The 9th and 10th of

Aprlil relative pleasant, northwest winds on the 1ith. On
the 12th very strong winds from southwest. Today again
strong northern wlﬂds. making the skles loock as 1f dusty.
The nights of 10th and 11th had strong frost, and were
unpleasantly cool. On the 1ith and 10th I planted 9 more

acacia trees and 11 mulberries.
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Aprll

April 1928
16th. The previous days were windy and cold with strong
night frosts. Today the skles are partlally cloudy, and the
wind Is rising up agaln from the south. It’s already

blowing qulte strongly.

April 20th. The previous 3 days were very windy and unpleasantly

cool. This morning lt Is slightly foggy and overcast, sort
of damp. It is also rather cool.

2ist In the morning It began to drlizzle, and there was a
slight fog. Towards noon it turned into rain, but not very
much. Around four o’clock it started to rain heavily and
contlnued throughout the entire night. It provided a very
good soaking.

22nd it cleared up. The wind is blowing from the northwest
ana Is unpleasantly cool. There were only 12 people
present at the worshlp service today because the roads are
In terrible shape, they are all muddy. I drove for about \
1/2 mile and turned back. I thought probably no one will
show up. anyway, and besides, the road was too bad. 1 did
not think I would be able to pass It without getting

gtuck.

April 23rd was a lovely day.

24th winds from northeast, unpleasantly cool.
25th very strong winds from northeast, overcast and

_p]oudy, the night of the 25th a bit of railn.
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April 30th In the morning winds from north-- northeast. 1In the
afternoon pleasantly warm and no wind. A lovely evening.

(page 74)

May 1928
April has come to an end, and one could say that thls year
it was a very impetuous month, it was windy, cold and
unpleasant. The last four days were alsoc llke this. The
damp-cold weather was not good for the vegetable garden, nothlng
grew and all Is behind.

May 1st a strong southwestern wind, partially cloudy.

* 2nd strong southwestern wind, cloudy. Towards evenlng a
strong gust arose and stirred up some dust, it lociied bad,
but did not blow very long.

" 3rd in the morning at 6 o‘clock It stated to rain, it
started from the north but later turned and came from
northeast, a beautiful country rain, but cold. At the time
I write this It Is 15 minutes past 10 o‘clock and 1t is
still ralning.

May 4th In the morning windy, overcast and cold. Afterncon
calm and warm, a lovely evening. On the 5th and 6th warm
and calm.

" 9th. The prevlouattwo days and today were very warm,
indeed, on the Bth it was 90 degrees in the shade!

. 11th. Yesterday, the 10th, all day long it was windy and

~ partlally overcast. Occaslionally it rained a bit. Towards
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evening the sklies completely clouded over and it became

damp. But around 12:30 o’clock the night of the 10th
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May

May

May 1928
It began to ralin, and there was some thunder and
lightning, though not very strong. The ralin turned into a
regular country rain, and it is still raining this morning
at 10 o’clock. We got a good soaking. The wind stil]
blows ocut of the northeast, 1t contlnues to be unpleasantly
cool.
13th. Contlnued raln durlng the 11th and 12th, a very good
soaklng, but too cool. We regret that we have already put
the stove away. Last night It was very overcast, but no
wind, and warm. This morning Is beautlful and pleasant. It
cleared up and the sun already came through.
i5th. On the 13th it dld not clear up, rather i1t got
cloudy again. Towards 5 o‘clock In the afterncon it
started to rain and continued on till evening. During the
night, at 2 o’clock, It began to raln again and ralned all
day on the 14th, with very few interruptions. Towards
evening it stopped and it seemed as if it was going to
start clearing up from the-southwest. but again It got
cloudy. In the morning, at 2:30 we had a thunder storm
with heavy rains, but no'winds. It continued to rain till

6 o‘’clock In the morning. On the 15th It 1s stlll very wet
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and 1t looks as If we are golng to have more rain. On the
evenlng of May 14, at dusk, flre broke out at the house. I,
mother and Samuel had our hands full trylng to put out

the flre. With the help
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May

May

May

June

May 1928
of God we put it out. Thanks be to God for hls help. Some
things did burn, but they are easily replaced. The loss is
about $10.00. I burned my hand, but no one else was inJjured.
18th. It rained the night of the 16th. The 17th It was
overcast all day long. In the evenlng, about 8 o’clock, we
had thundershowers with lots of heavy lightnlng and thunder
and lotq of raln. Today, the 18th, It is nicely warm. The
whegt Is looking good and the buckwheat has not yet been
planted, the ground 1s too wet.
2ist. Untll the 18th 1t was very warm, no winds, pleasant
days.
Untl]l the 24th It was lovely, pleasantly cool, no winds.
28th. Untll the 2ist we had lovely days, no winds,
mornings a blt overcast, but nice and cool.
3ist. The days previous to thq 31st were pleasantly cool
with nice weather, winds from northeast. There was no raln
only a burnling dryness.
2nd. Yesterday was June -ist, It was cool with winds from
north-northeast, a blt overcast. Today, the 2nd, a bit
o;erc#at. winds from south-southeast, nice and cool and

pleasant. No burning heat. The late wheat could use some
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June

raln. It 1s not drying yet, but a bit of raln would be
good.

6th. As I was wrltlng my notes on June 2

(page 77>

June

June

June 1928
at 3 o’clock In the afternoon, rain was unllikely. But two
hours later, around 5 o‘clock, a strong thunderstorm came
out of the northeast, with thunder and lightning and cold
enough to make one shliver. The raln was winddriven, but
not excessively strong. After the winds passed, the railn
turned into country rain, and It continued to raln
throughout most of the night. On Sunday the 3rd, at 1
o’clockﬂ it started up again and rained until 5 o‘clock on
Mongay. It was a good soaking. Yesterday the Sth and
today the 6th warm and pleasant weather. During the rains
It was cold.
8th at 6 o’clock In the evening a strong thunderstorm came
out of the west and northwest, with l1lghtning, thunder,
wind, raln and hall. The hall did a lot of damage.
Johannes and Theodor estimate their damage to be almost
90%, Willie estimates his to be at 16%. The rain on the
B8th also tore away my dam. ) |
9th night rain. June 10th overcast all day, windy and
unpleasantly coo{. On the 1ith south-southeast winds,
the sun broke through the clouds, it will cie;r up. Lydla

c;me to visit on the 10th.
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June 1928
19th. The previous days untll the 1ith were ralny, cloudy
and foggy with light winds and cool. Throughout June there
has been much halil, It Is reported that 100,000 acres were
damaged by the halil. Today, the 19th, winds are from the
northeast, cloudy and cool. Today Wlllle cut alfalfa.
19th. In the evenlng there was a strong thunderstorm wlth
wind and heavy raln. It was reported that In the Cimaron
area 10,000 acres of wheat were destroyed by hall.
20th all day long nice weather, pleasantly warm. Towards
evenling a thunderstorm came up, first strong winds, then
lightning wlth thunder and rain.
24th. The previous days, until the 20th, raln mixed with
heavy hall, and always cool. Indeed, this morning It is
evén cold! Nothing grows In the vegetable garden,
everything Is behind. This afternoon pastor Bammers of
Windhorst will preach because Pastor Wilms ls on vacatlion.
25th towards evenlng a thunderstorm came up and brought

thunder, lightning and rain.
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June and July 1928
2Gtﬂ all day long overcast and cold. Stormclouds are
forming, but there is no raln. It ls cold.
27th at one o‘clock In the morning there was a strong
thunderstorm with rain, and at 7 o’clock in the mornlng
there was another one with more rain. It locks as If

it will raln the entire day, but It is qulte cool.
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June 26th we planted .... because the buckwheat was washed
out by all the raln we have had. There are sad reports that
much wheat Is laylng on the ground. |

June 28th at nlght a thunderstorm came up with terrlble

llghtning and thunder. Later It ralned mlixed with heavy hall,

but without wind, therefore the hall did not do any damage.

o 28th. Following all that raln It was nlce.
» 29th winds from northeast, very cool for this time of year,
It looks llke 1t wants to raln agaln.

June 30th. During the night of the 29th there was a terrible
thunderstorm, wlth dangerous lightning and thunder, and very
heavy ralns. It is reported to have rained 6 iInches. The
new school house was struck by lightning and it burned to
the ground. The school house was located 5 mlles from
here. It cost the district $5,000.

July ist lovely morning with llght southern wlnds.

“" 2nd nice and warm and pleasant.
" 3rd nlce and pleasant, towards evening a llght
thunderstorm, but it moved off to the southeast. Durlng the
night another thundershower came up, but It too moved away
without dumping rain.
July 4th was a lovely, p'leasant pornlng. the day was hot, but no

winds. The fireworks for the 4th of July were very nice.
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July 5th and 6th very dry and strong winds from southwest. The
wheat Is rilpening.

July 7th In the morning very strong winds, died down towards
noon. Towards evening a very strong wind came up with
lightning and thunder and heavy rain. It ralned tll]}
midnight.

" 8th Sunday mornlng was nice and pleasant.

" 9th warm and dry. Towards evenilng a thunderstorm with
strong winds, lightning and thunder, but the raln moved
south and we had none.

" 10th was a lovely day. Willle started cutting thils
afternoon, but had some trouble with the tractor, and had to
qult. It is.stlll very wet and muddy. Towards evening another
thunderstorm came up with strong lightning and thunder. It all
passed over us wlthout railning. Thank God for hls mercy, that
he so merclfully turned both or these ralns away from us.

» 1ith was a nice day. Wlllie started cutting again and had

good success. The day was pleasantly cool.

July 12th at 12:30 in the morning there was a thunderstorm wlth
héavy ralns. That wlll stop the cutting for the next few
da?s, for the ground Is qulite wet.

July 13th at 4 o‘clock In the mo}nlng It stared to rain till &
o’clock. It was a soft raln.

July 14th was nice tll]l noon,

e g ——— apee R ——— S-S,
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July

July
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July 1928
At 3 In the afternoon rainclouds gathered, but moved off to
the south.
15th a nice Sunday. Slince we had no worshlp service,
Willle resumed cutting In the afternoon and dlid well.
i6th was foggy and overcast with a blt of drizzle.
17th heavy dew, morning overcast, afternoon nlce and dry.
We were able to spend half a day cuttling.
18th all day long overcast and ralny.
19th morning overcast, but only partlally. All day long It
looked llke rain, but it did not rain. Towards evenlng
heavy clouds accumulated In the west. It looked ]llke heavy
raln, but It passed us over.
20th ln‘the morning nice, no wind, pleasant. Looks |like
i1t’s golng to be a nice day. Yes, the day was nlce, but
Willle broke down twice with the cawblne.'and so almost the
entlre day was lost. Towards evenlng thounderclouds
gathered and durlng the night It began to rain.
2ist It was too wet for cutting, all day long It was
overcast and there was occasional drlzzle.
22nd Sunday afternoon spent cutting. The way was nice.
23rd a lovely day but a lot offholdupa caused by breakdown
of the machline. —
24th heavy dew and overcast. It looks like we’ll lose a

lot of our wheat;
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July

July

July 1928

24th at 1 o’clock there was heavy raln, and the cutting had
to be Interrupted again.

25th the mornlng overcast and damp. It looks llke It
mlight not raln. Things look sad In regards to the harvest.
And It ralned agalin! In the afternoon at 4 o’clock clouds
gathered in the west, southwest, north and northwest and it
ralned ln all four directlons, but not here. The ralns
were heavy, and each time when one thought now It will rain
here, It moved away again. At sundown we had a slight
country rain, which lasted about 3 hours. Thank God for
having saved us from that heavy raln.

26th morning very nlce, heavy dew, very wet.

27th heévy dew. Because of the previous ralns, we could
not cut, so we started the alfalfa.

28th nice day. Isaak came with the famlly, and Ludwlg and
Walther came too.

29th nice tll]1 noon, afternoon heavy thunderstorm wilth
heavy ralns In the west, southwest and northwest. We got a
light rain, lasting a few hours.

30th nice, afternoon locked llke raln, but it did not raln.

(page 83)

July

-

August 1928
3ist this morning nice, wind from scuthwest. It remalned

that way all day.
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August 1st pleasant morning, but we are not done with the
harvest. At 4 In the afternoon a thunderstorm came up. It
thundered from all four corners of the sky. Finally It
rained heavlly until 10 o’clock at night.

Aug. 2nd nlce, cloudy and wet. We cannot cut, too wet and muddy.

" Srd pleasant, but we cannot cut.

. 4th nice, some cutting, but very difflicult.

" Sth at 2:30 In the morning It started to raln until 8
o‘’clock in the morning. Most likely my 40 acres of wheat
are now lost.

Aug. 11th the weather changed. From the 5th to the 1ith 1t has
been hot, for the last 3 days there has been no wind. We
finished harvesting, but there are many who are still out
there culttlng. Catchling up here with somethlng I had
forgotten: On the Sth at 2 o‘clock In the morning 1t began
to raln until 8 o’clock so that no one could go to church.

Aug. 12th at 2 o“‘clock In the mornlng my son Johannes had a fire
in his machine shed. Hlis automoblle, hls comblne and the
shed all burned down. His loss Is nearly $4,000. His
Insurance will only cover $2,000. I am so very sorry.

(page 84)

August 1928

Aug. 21st dry, windy and hot.

ks 17th. TIil]l now the weather has been dry and hot, southern
and aouthwestern.wlnds. On the 16th around evenlng a storm
came of from the west and northwest. We did not get much

rain, though. Thls morning, however, a pretty strong
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country ralﬁ started up. Wlth short interruptions, it is
still raining. It ls now 12:30 o’clock.

Aug. 17th I started to bulld a sort of houslng over the cellar
entry, but the raln put a stop to that.

Aug. 27th. Since the 17th nothing much has happened.
Expectations for a good grain and buckwheat harvest are once
again poor. The previous heavy ralns caused a lot of
weeds, so that |t could not be worked because It was Just
too wet.

Sept. 8th. Since the 26th of August 1t has been windy and dry.
On September 2nd it ralned, but not much. On September
ist, in the afternoon at 4 o’clock lightning hit the oll
statlon of the White Eagle 0l1 Co. The entlire statlon and
the ollltanks all burned to the ground.

Sept. 18th. Stil] windy and dry, still no raln, the wheat is
not coming up. A lot of wheat has been plgnted.

(page 85)

September 1928
Too much wheat has been planted, that 1s why the people are
not *"drlilling” because It makes the wheat too thick. Some
people did drlll, and that one came up (because west of us
there was a strong band of rain), and then the grass
hoppers ate It all up. But'they dld no damage to that
which dld not come up!

Sept. 2ist stil] windy and dry. Thls morning the wind came

ffém the west, 1t was rather cool.
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Sept. 28th. September !s comlng to an end, but It Is still
wlndy, cool and dry. Last Sunday, on the 23rd, I once
again heard a sermon without a theme, pralsing Dorcas, or
Taber, or Rehe, or whatever else the name Dorcas means.

Now people are held up as examples, not the Savior. It was
nothing but a mishmash of babble. September Is over, |t
started dry and windy, and thus It ended.

Oct. Today Is October 3rd , stlll windy and dry.

. 1ith. Yesterday and today strong wlinds from southwest.
Last night 1t clouded up In the west, with thunder and
lightning, but no rain. Today agaln totally overcast.

{page 86>

October 1928

Oct. Ellzabeth told me that Pastor dellvered another sermon full
of praise of Esther. 1 was not present. ©She confronted
Pastor about this, he was properly lndlgngnt.

Oct. 7th Samuel came today and told us that Pastor Wilims had
Images of Shakespeare and Gbthe in the pulpit today. It
keeps, getting worse! But all this comes from the Engllish.
The Engllsh, sectarlian style of preaching has been adopted.
God preserve us! And cpen the eyes of the congregatlion.

Oct. 11th at 5 o’clock‘in the afternoon a nice raln came up from
the southwest. On the 12th all day long i1t was overcast and
looked 1lke raln. However, 1t did not rain tll11 the mliddle
of the nlght, It started about 1:30, and continued on till
the mlddle of the next day. It was a good soaklng.

Oct. 14th Sunday and we went to church. We got stuck In the mud
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twice, once on the way there, and once on the way back. On
Monday, October 15th, there was a good raln In the morning.

Oct. This morning, on the 15th, Samuel drove McCoys |ive-stock
Into town.

Oct. 16th In the evenlng, the flnance committee met here at the
house. Durlng the day, old Frledrich Deutsch vislted me,
It was such a dellight for me,

(page 87)

October 1928
otherwise I am being shunned, even by my chlldren.

Oct. 19th following the raln the weather was very pleasant, here
and there a blt of wind.

Oct. 22nd we had the first nightly frost.

" 27th veéy nice fall weather.

Oct. 28th at 9:30 In the morning It slowly started to rain, got
stronger and stronger untlil nightfall. Ayound that tlme
there was also some thunder and lightning.

Oct. 29th light frost this mornlng, all day long gray, damp and
cool, winds from northeast.

. 30th overcast and cool.
" 31st at 6 o’clock in the morning It started to rain. It
ralned all day and nlght, almost Into November.

Nov. 1st in the morning windy, ﬁinda from north--northwest,
relatively cool and a bit of snow dancing In the alr.

9th. The previoﬁs days the weather was variably gray or
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sunny, windy and cool, and the morning showed 1ight frosts.
Durlng the nlght of the Bth, at 10 o’clock, 1t began to
raln and ralned heavlly for about one hour.

i1th. On the 9th and the 10th the days were warm and
pleasant. Thlis morning the wind turned toward northwest,
It Is not strong, but it 1s cool. It seems as [If 1t will

be a nice day today.

Nov. 12th is a nlice, warm day, winds from the south. Last night
I was very 111 wi;h eplsodes of dlizzliness.
(page 88)
November 1928
Nov. 14th raln with thunder and llghtning and a good rain. This
morning nice and clear, a blt of wind and cool.

. 16th. The last two days were warm and windstill, very nlice.
On the night of the 15th, at mldnight, we had rain with
thunder and llghtning, and It continued tp rain till
daylight. It Is stll] railning. As I am writlng thls, it is
2 o’clock In the afternoon, and It seems as |f It wants to
contlinue the entire day and night, It does not want to
clear up. It’s very damp, winds from north--northeast, it
could possibly turn to snow.

Nov. 14th was nice and ﬁarm, but muddy.

i8th overcast and ralny. Ail day long we had fline snow
flakes and aomet;mes even sleet. Slnce |t was not cold

enough, It all melted right away and It got very wet.
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Nov.

Nov.

19th In the morning clear and strong frost, winds frem
northwest.

20th was a nlce clear morning, no wind, strong night frost.
These strong frosts are not good for the wheat, for It
freezes at nlght and then thaws out during the day.

24th. The previous day very warm and windstill. Thls
morning a strong north-northeast wind, the ground has

dried scmewhat.

25th I travelled to Holslngton, for I had recelved notiflica-

tlon that my aunt Lulse had a stroke and 1s very

(page 89>

Dec.

Dec.

November and December 1928
111. Indeed, I found her to be very weak. On Wednesday the
28th 1t started to raln and rained til1l noon of Thursday,
the 29th. That was Thanksglving. The worshlp service was
called off because the roads were too bad. We had raln and
snow ﬁlxed.
2nd I attended the worship service of ... The pastor’s
sermon was wlthout a central theme, sort of offhand without
preparation. He totally lgnored the text he had Just read.
Hls words come from a cold heart, he made me shiver.
3rd I came home aﬁq found all to be In good order.
4th winds from north, cool and overcast. Ti1l the 10th it
was cool with night frosts. On the 10th some clouds

developed In the'south, getting heavier toward evenlng.
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During the day It was windstlll, but at sunset a slight
southern wind developed, and around 3 o’clock at nlght

It began to rain. It rained for a while, but not heavily.
Today, the 11th, all day long sllight southern wind,
overcast and foggy, looks llke more rain.

From the 12th to the 16th unsteady weather, warm or cool,
overcast, foggy and rainy. Heavy, wet snow fell on the

morning of the i16th, about 4 inches. Very pretty but wet.
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Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

December 1928
17th 1t cleared up nicely, northwest winds, not cold.
25th. The previous days were pleasant, not cold, strong
frosts at night, the days warm and clear.
Chriatm&a Eve was lovely, the chlldren did well with their
program. The church was so full, there were not enough
seats. Many Engllshers were there, they pnly come once a
vyear, on Christmas Eve. That’s the reason why there were
not enough Christmastree presents. The English people are
Impudent pecple. The morning of Christmas day Is nlce, with
a bit of wind from southwest. Today the service will be in
English.
26th Is the second Christmas day, strong northwest winds,
but not cold, the skles are-nice and clear, the roads are a
blt rough but drivable.

3ist. The last day of the year was pleasant. ‘When we
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looked out on the morning of the 31st, the whole iandscape
was white with a lot of heavy, wet, snow, which had fallen
during the night. Then It turned colder, but now it Is
windsti!l and pleasant.
Praise God, a step toward eternity

~has once agaln been completed;

as time goes on, my heart turns

towards you with longing,

Oh fount, from which my own 11fe flows

and all other blessings

which my soul requires to subsist. Amen
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THE UEAR 1929, JAMUARY

‘As we.now stey into the New Year,
Lard Jesus,-'save us from all danger
. During these dangerans times turn amay from us
all var, hard times, and suffecing
‘ De command into your care
all pegple from all malks of 1ife. AWEK

<ﬂmhmﬁsmm=nnmum 1872,
IEvdnéallcal-Lutheran Songbook] Ml lwaukee, Geo. Brunder)

The new year started with nlice weather. January ist was
nice and'éarm. My back troubled me agalin, eape?ially on
New Years Day. The second day was lovely also.

Jan. 3rd.str6ng northeast winds, but not cold. Yesterday, on
the 2nd, I bogght a car, a Chrysler, for $280. On the 3ist
of December Samuel had a car accident Involving the Ford
Sedan. Someone ran lnto him, and the Sedan ls done for.

Jan. 4th overcast In the morning, winds from northeast. Towards
10 o’clock 1t began to snow. At elght that nlght a wind
came up from no;thwest gso that now g]l the ruts are full of
snow. It continued to blow throughout the Sth, it’s cold.

Jan. 6th was relatlively warm and nice. A lot of snow melted, but
It loocks 1lke more bad weather s comlng, overcast sky.

(paqg_?l_goqtd.) o ) .

Jan. 11th. From the 6th to the 11th éhanglng weather, overcast,

4 wérm or cold, And a blf.of raln. The east and west rocads

are very muddy. The snow from the 4th has all melted.
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Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Feb.

January 1929
14th In the morning fog till noon, afterncon nice ;nd warim.
15th clear but cool.
16th fog all day long and at night.
17th In the morning overcast and warm, afternoon overcast
and west-southwest winds. Evening warm. I still have the
pain In the back. I saw the doctor this morning.
18th foggy and warm.
19th and 20th nice and warm.
2ist winds from the south but brlsk and cool, towards
evening northwest winds, blowing strongly, but not too cold.
22nd pleasant and cool.
23rd winds from southeast, overcast and cold.
24th north-northwest winds, overcast, very cold.
25th cold and overcast.
26th partlally overcast, a blt warmer.
27th morning cold and overcast, afterncon clear and warm.
28th southeast winds In the morning, overcast, fog and cold.
29th and 30th heavy fog and cold .
31st clear and cold, northeast winds.
ist southwind and cold, skies lightly cloudy.
2nd overcast and foggy, the fog has frozen on the fences,
trees and grass, and all looks white as |f snow covered.
3rd still the same, but cold.
4th foggy till noon, afternocon sunshine and warm.

5th overcast, fbg and unpleasantly cold.
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Feb.

Feb.

February 1929
6th overcaét, a blt stormy, around nocon the sun céﬁe out.
Toward evenlng overcast skies again and stormy. It snowed
only enough to make the roads unpassable.
7th stormy through the night of the 6th, but not much snow.
The mornling very cold, sun came out, winds from northeast.
In the afternoon the sky fully overcast and a bit stormy,
cold. The night of the 7th stormy, 3 Inches of snow.
8th clear and cold.
9th clear and very cold.
The morning of 13th and the 3 previous days tlll the 9th
were clear and nice, but cold. On the 12th Minna exchanged
the geese.
14th during the night it got warm and overcast.
16th In the morning there was an lnch of snow on the
ground. But it cleared up and got warm. Also nlce and
warm on the 16th. On the 17th towards evening It began to
overcast, winds from northeast.
18th very overcast and very cold.
19th clear but cold.
20th nice and clear and warmer.
2ist nice and warm ti11 afternoon, then clouds came up from
northeast and around 5 o’clock. there was a snowstorm, 1t

was pleasant, and by evenlng we had about 4 Inches of énow.
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February 1929
Feb. 22nd very nice and warm. Most of the snow of yesteéday has
melted. The sky ls very clear and !t Is windstill].
Feb.21 Wlllle’s car was smashed during an acclident In the east
of town. :

" 23rd nice and warm, snow is all gone, its very wet and
dirty.

" Sunday morning the 24th, very overcast and very damp alr,
muggy, no frost. We cannot go to church today, it ls
too muddy. Just now mother saw ducks flying south.

3 25th In the morning cloudy and drizzle. At 9 o’clock It
started to snow and continued till 4 o“clock In the
afternoon. We got about 3 Inches of snow.

" 26th In the morning all cleared up, not very cold. Looks
llke 1t“1]1 be a good day.

. 27th and 28th mornings strong frost, afternoons It thawed,
very pleasant.

March 2nd. The ist and 2nd warm and pleasant, frosty In the
mornings, thawing In the afternoons, winds from northeast.
It Is overcast In north and northwest.
March 3rd, Sunday, nlce and warm, a few clouds. This mocrning
Theodor Heim came to visit.
March 4th. Yesterday was the warmest day of this winter. This
morning nice and clear, wlnds.from northwest, but brisk.

¥ warm and nice.
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Macrch 1929

March 6th In the morning unpleasantly cool and winds ffém
southwest.
7th In the morning overcast and cool, afternoon partlially
clear, winds from north, cool.
8th In the morning strong frost and unpleasantly cool.
9th In the morning winds from south, cold. Aftecrnoon very
strong south winds. My acreage north of the blg house has
a lot of wind, sklies are cloudy and |t |s dusty.
" 10th very strong southern winds, the sky Is cloudy and
looks dusty. At some spots the ground from the plowed
flelds Is being blown about.

11th In the mornlng a bit cloudy, southern winds but not as
strong as yesterday’s, pleasantly warm. Towards evening
the wind turned northwest and died down.
March 12th iIn the morning northwestern winds, very strong,

towards noon dying down. It got warm.

" i3th northwestern winds, clear and cool.

" 14th northwestern winds In the morning, slightly cloudy,
pretty cold.
March 15th windy In the mornling, afternoon nice and warm.

. 16th nlght frost, afterwards nice and warm, no wind.

" 17th nice and warm, no wind.
March 18th was the nicest and warmest day of thls spring.

" 19th very nice, warm and clear.

20th and 21ist no winds, clear and warm.

-
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. 22nd wind from northeast, partlally cloudy and cool.

" 23 very qulet, no wind, warm. J

. 24th strong winds from southwest.

(page 96)
March 1929
March 25th northeastern winds, overcast and cold, clearing In
the afternoon.

- 26th overcast, winds from northwest, cool.

* 27th northeasterly winds, cold, toward evening overcast.

March 28th around 6 o’clock In the morning sllight thunder with
lightning and rain, it ralned till 10 o’clock. It’s cloudy
enough to bring more rain. And It did contlnue to raln
till 10 o‘clock next morning.

" 29th was Good Friday, very nlice and warm.

. 30th fog and northeastern winds in the morning, later the
fog llfted, but It remalned windy, overcast and cool the
entire day. The weather forecasters say It will snow or
rain.

¢ 3ist Easter mornlng, very overcast, windy and cold. At

flrst looked llke raln or snow, but cleared up, remalned
cool.

April 1st morning clear and strong frost, no wind.

. 2nd nice and pleasantly warm, .no wind.

“ 3rd pleasantly windstlill, nlcé and warm.

" 4th winds from southwest, for a tlme very hot.

" 5th in the morninq at 1:30 o’clock |t started to raln with
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thunder and llightning and very strong winds, but not much
raln. The wind Is stl11 blowing, the alr ls cooler.
6th very strong southwestern wind.
7th northeastern wind, very cool, but clear. Durlng the
night of the 6th I had a bad night, slept very little. On
that day there was a voters’ assembly and
(page 97)
April 1929
we Germans lost three more German language worshlp
services. It makes me sick, and It also hurts me a lot
that my chlldren have forsaken me. I was the one to lead
them into the church, and now they assist with pushing me

out.

Aprll 10th the morning very clear, winds from northwest and cool.
" 9th foggy and overcast, eastern wind and cold, strong frost.
April 10th clear In the morning, wind from northwest, cool.

11th very strong westwinds in the morning, cold.
" 12th nice and pleasant In the morning with northwestern
winds, ln the afternoon northeastern winds.

13th overcast with northeast winds, cool. Toward noon It
began to drizzle, but not for long, remaining overcast.
14th around midnight a thunderstorm came up with thunder
and ilghtning, 1t ralned, but not much. In the morning 1t
was foggy, but |t burned awayland It was nlce after thét.

April 15th was nice and warm and pleasant. 0Old Frledrich

Deutsch visited me on the 15th. For a few hours we had-
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wonderful conversatlion about the old home country.

20th In the morning: From the 15th to the 18th we .had
pleasant weather; on the 18th In the morning there was a
little raln. The 19th was partlally overcast, toward
evening there was a thunderstorm, but we had no raln,
however, In the east, southeast and south-southwest there
were heavy rains. The rains seem to avold us. The 20th Is

cool and ralny, we had a little blt of ralin.
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April 1929

April 2ist nlce ‘and pleasantly cool.

22nd a blt rainy, cloudy, socutheasterly winds.
23rd very strong southeast winds; towards evening very
cloudy, but not rainclouds. At 11 o’clock at'nlght heavy

raln.

Aprll 24th very strong northwest winds, blew all night long.

25th in the morning overcast, windy and cold. Had to fire

up the stove.

Aprll 27th southwesterly winds, then they turned to the

northwest, pleasantly cool.

27th northwestern winds In the morning, pretty cool.
Towards noon 1t warmed up.

28th very warm, the warmest day of this spring.

2?9th northwestern winds in—the-mornlng. after that warm and

windstili.
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" 30th a very nlce, pleasant day. Towards evening clouds
came out of the West. The sky ls totally oveccaat; but
there 1Is no thunder nor llightning. WIill it rain? For we
need a good rain. Our wheat is not doling well, It Is very
thick and close to the ground, it Is sort of yellow-green
and polnted and hard as a toothplck.

May 1st. During the night of Aprll 30th, around midnight, it
began to rain. It was a qulet country rain wlthout thunder
and lightning. It ralned, with few interruptlions until S
o’clock the followlng afternoon. That was about 17 hours
of rain and It gave us a good scaklng. 3 lnches of
ralnfall durlng that time have been reported.

(page 99)

May 1929

May 2nd and 3rd very warm and pleasant.

2 4th llght raln iIn the morning, as a whole, It was a nilce

day. The wheat s lmproving. The alr ls damp and lt looks

llke more rain.

May 5th In the morning a light rain. The day was overcast,

| windy and cool.

6th light rain in the morning, overcast and north-northwest
winds, cold. Now It Is clearing up.

7th partlally cloudy, windy and cold.

8th drizzle In the morning, cloudy and cold.

9th overcast, no wind, cold.

1i0th very strané southeast winds, warm and‘partlall?
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May

May

cloudy. Towérds evening a thunderstorm came up and |t
.ralned heavlily north and west-northwest from here. At 8
o‘clock we too got raln, but it was mixed with large hall.
iith at night, around 12:30 o’clock thundershowers started
and 1t ralned without Interruptlon untll break of day. We
got a.good soaking, but It ls very cloudy, winds from
northwest and Its cold.
12th cloudy and winds from northeast. At 4 o’clock it began
to rain, but we did not get very much.

13th strong goutheast.wlnds and cool.

14th strong southeast winds, but nlice and warm.

1Sth strong western winds, but nice and clear.

Until the end of May it was windy and cold, the last two
Idays wére even very wlndy, always from northeast and
southeast. It was always damp and cool. On the 30th we had
a nlce raln. The wheat looks goocd. On the 28th of May my

eye gave me trouble. I had a lot of pain.
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A_Few Blble Passages To Be Looked Up

I Chron 3:5 A bout the birth of Solomon.
Esaln 80:12-13 Why has thou then broken down her hedges, so

that all they which pass by the way do pluck her? The boar
of the woods doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field
devour it. Lord Sabbath, return, and look down from

heaven.

.. Rom. 11289 David says let their table be made a .mare,- and a

trap, and a stumbling block, etc.
Lsaln £69:22-24 Let their table become a snare before them and a
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rightenousness come by the law, then Christ Is dead In valn.
Psalm 91:101 he that dwelleth In the secret place of the most
Hlgh shall ablde under the shadow of the Allmlghty, etc.
Psalm 42:6,12 O my God my soul s cast down withln me, etc.

g

I John 3:17 But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his
brother have need, etc.
(page 1125
RggE]at;on ;1:9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues
and natlons shall see their dead bodles three days and an
half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in
,-'w#w___ﬁﬂ” e s s L
How blessed Is the peace we find with Jesus In the Light
death, siln and paln are not known there.
The sound of the harps, that lovely sound,
welcomes the soul wlth sweet slngling.
Peace, peace, heavenly peace in the arms of the savior,
;‘5?*- I hasten to you.
You have suffered, so that I should follow you and bear
my cross wlllingly, even bear It Joyfully.
Lz—fhat in paln and suffering I would be patlent as a lamb.
He Who belleves In Him.
He who belleves in him shall not be’ lost.
You only need with falth look upon the Lamb

and upon the deep wounds he suffered for your trespasses.

For reconclllatlon took place on the cross.
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He who belleves In him shall not be lost.

Therefore, be darlng and reach out In falth
nowhere else will you find peace and rest.
Let yourself fall Into hls arms

for the Invitatlon to so do Is for all.

He who comes to me, I will not reJect!

So come then, and belleve hlis words.

He who belleves In him shall not be lost

for reconclillatlon took place on the cross.
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June 1929

On the flirst of June I was In Holsington, I had travelled

114

there on May 29. The beglnning of June was damp and cool.

4th stll] overcast and cool, wind southeast.

7th windy and rainy, last night at 2 o’clock a storm came
up, 1t ralned nicely. The morning was clear, winds from
north-northeast. The wheat looks good.

8th till the 11th nice, not especially hot, pleasant.

9th to 26th very varliable weather, hot and cool; very
strong southwestern winds from the 13th to the 17th,
blowing without Interruptlion day and night. The wheat
ripened. From the 18th to the 20th winds from northeast.

13th Jakob Boger and Johann Meler came for a visit, also

for busliness reasons visited Lydia and ... On Saturday, the

15th they went home.
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June

June

21st to 23rd very nice weather. The nlght of the 23rd
brought a nice raln, but 1t- harmed the wheat, which had been
ripening too fast.

25th and 26th winds from southwest, otherwise nice. The last
days of June very windy and dry. A few times 1t looked 1lke

rain, but the clouds passed over.
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July

July

July

July

1st my children started with the harvest. The weather is
sultable, if only it would not be so windy. Today, the 3rd,
fire broke out In the wheat fleld of a man named Allen
Webber. However, not much damage was done, most_of the
fire was In an area which already had been cut, though some
standlng wheat burned as well.

4th - Sth had good harvesting weather. On the Sth, toward
evenlng, lt ralned and harvesting had to be stopped until
Saturday afternoon, the 6th, and then cutting could be
resumed.

7th two short raln showers In the morning, the weather did
not want to calm down, there was thunder and lightning all
day long. Toward evening we had heavy rains with strong
winds and some hall.

8th rainy, foggy and overcast.

9th too wet for cuttlng, southefﬁ winds.

10th southern winds, partly overcast, did get some cuttlng

done.
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July 1ith, 12th, and 13th strong winds from southwest. Have
been cutting these three da}s but with Interruptlons, broke
down several times.

July 14th and 15th contlnued cutting, but with long
Interruptlions.

. 17th completed cutting. In the evenlng, strong wlnds.
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July 1929 and August

July 17th a nice raln during the night. On the 17th, the price
for wheat rose by 7 cents In Jjust one day, so that the
current price is $1.18.

July 3ist. From the 17th - 31st dry, windy and hot, winds
mostly from southwest. On Sunday the 28th thunderclouds
formed, but they moved south toward Dodge Clty. They had
heavy ralns. During the following night another
thunderstorm formed, which only molstened the dust around
here. But about flve mliles from here, and south of Dodge
City 1t ralned heavily.

August 1st southwestern winds, dry and hot.

August 23rd. Untll now still dry and hot, southern winds. It
ralned a blt durlng that time, but no more than a drop In
the bucket. Most of the graln has burned, the buckwheat |s
sort of half-ways.

August 3ist. On Wednesday the 28th It ralned heavily about four
mlles west of here, south and southwest of'Dédge Clty. Here

It continues to be the same, southwestern winds and dry.
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September 1s following the footsteps of August, southwestern
winds and dry.
" 3rd a blt of rain, but barely covered the dust.
" Sth a good shower In the mornlng.
(page 116)
Some Addresses
address In Russlian
address In Russlan
address In Russlan
address in Russian
address in Russlan
address in Russian
Mc. Alexander Dederer, R.F.D. #3, Box 94, Seattle, WA.
Mr. John Wisof, Kudle, CA.
Mr. Isaac Boger, 415 East 2nd Street, Holslngton,
Bar. County, KS.
Mr. Adam Bohl, Box 30, Laklin, KS.
Mr. Alexander Kehl, Wapato, WA.
Mr. Christ. Deutsch, Ranchester, WY.
Mr. John Klebke, Box 184 Wyndmere, ND.
(page 117>
Miss Susle Boger, 2704 Forest Ave., Great Bend, KS.
My preclous frlends, brother and éféter and all your children.
A thousand affectlonate greetings, from far away, but a

place where God reigﬁs In nature Just as lovingly.and mightily

-




ii8
(page 117 contd.)

as on any other.placa In this world.

If only you and your wife and chllidren are all feellng
well, as all ls fine with us. When I recelved your letter I was
overjoyed and read It to my family. The famlly consists of me
and my wife. We were glad to hear that you are all well.

(continued in Russlan)

Mr. Christ. Kehl, Rt. 1, Elbow Lake, MN.
(continued In Russlan to end of page)
(page 118)
September 1929
September 7th at 1 o’clock at night heavy ralns with sllght
thunder and llghtnlng. There was a lot of raln, and
contlnued throughout the nlght Into the morning. The entlre
day was overcast and foggy. It was a good scakling, and
looks as 1f there ls golng to be more rain.
5 8th 1t ralned again, but not very much, however, It was a
good shower.
" 9th and 10th nice, pleasantly cool and sunny.
* 11th In the mornlng overcast, pleasantly warm.
" From the 12th to the 18th nice, pleasant weather. All the
farmers are sowing.
" 19th once agaln the southwestern winds started to blow.
“  20th It was very cold, enough so that one had to take out
winter clothes, but |t did not freeze.

September 21ist strong southwestern winds.

-




119
(page 118 contd.)
September 24th. From the 213t to the 24th strong southﬁestern
winds, dry and warm.

. 23rd we finished with the drilling. The drllled wheat has
come up nlcely. There might be some which will not come
up, the weather Is too dry.

" 25th and 26th southwestern winds and dry.

. 27th Northeast winds. In the afternoon between 4 and S
o‘’clock a strong easterly wind came up together with a good
raln. It rained about half a mlle from here. Towards the
north 1t ralned more.

(page 119)

September and October 1929

September 30th and 28th, pleasantly warm, the 29th was overcast
and cool, In the afterncon some raln; during the night of
the 29th a very good rain. On the 30th cool and warm and
no wind. On the 29th Isaak came from Holislngton,
accompanlied by three men, they wanted to buy hils tractor,
they left about 2:30 o‘clock. It has been cocol and
overcast all mornlng. After Isaak left, there was thunder
In the east and It looked 1lke raln, but 1t did not, and so
It remalned the entlre 318t of September as well, all day
long overcast.

October 1st overcast and pleasantly cool.

2nd and 3rd overcast, nlce and cool.

4th clearing, sﬁrong winds from northwest.

-
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* Sth In the morning heavy fog, clearing towards noon,
southwest winds.

October 6th clear and warm.

" 7th and 8th nlicely warm, winds from southeast.

" 9th heavy fog In the morning, cleared towards noon,
afternocon clear and pleasant.

" 10th heavy fog, northeast wind.

= 11th and 12th nice, pleasant days.

. 13th nlce, pleasant day.

“ 14th heavy fog in the morning.

(page 120)

October 1929 and November

October 14th to the 17th nlce weather, pleasantly warm, a blt
foggy, windstlll.

" 18th ralny, but only In certaln areas.

" 19th pleasantly warm and windstill.

* 20th Sofla came for a vislt with Relnhold and his new wife.
The weather was nlce and warm, no winds. It ls almost two
weeks now that the cattle has been golng to pasture.

The wheat Is now loocking good.

October 21st during the night we had the first frost. From the
21st to the 25th relatively warm and pleasant. The night of
25th we had strong frost, a!l‘dg? lon§ it was overcast.
During the night of the 30th It did clear up.

November 1st to the 6th the weather varled, warm days, nlght

-




121

(page 120)

frosts, and overcast and foggy. During the nlght'of the
6th It ralned a little untll about 3 o’clock in the mocrnling
and then it began to snow pretty heavily. There are 6

lnches of snow on the ground.

November B8th. This morning It Is still snowlng, and |t looks as

lf It will contlnue for the rest of the day.

(page 121>

November 1929

November 9th rain ln the mornlng tl11 the afterncon.

10th a very nlce day, sunny and warm.

11th sunny and warm, the snow is gone.

12th all day long cloudy and a bit snow in the alr, but It
Is not cold. The soggy ground Is not frozen.

13th In the morning a blt overcast, there was frost, sllight
winds from northwest. At 1 o’clock a storm started and
contlinued till 9 o’clock in the evening, there was about 2
Inches of snow.

14th In the morning the sun came out, though It was cold,
sllght winds from northwest.

14th - 20th had pleasant weather, mlxed cloudy and
sunshline, sllight nightfrost, thawing durlng the day. Durlng
the nlght of the 20th It started to snow and now It is 12
o’clock noon and 1t 1s stlll snowing. At 1 o’clock a |
bllzzard suddenly began to rage, one could hardly see a few

steps ahead. It tore the snowblanket and blew the snow lnto
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varlous corners and crevices.
November 22nd the sky Is clear, sharp southwestern winds.

" 23rd In the morning It began to snow and contlinued until 1
o’clock In the afternocon, but It melted right away. Much
of the previously fallen snow also melted, but the east and
west roads are stlll snowcovered.

“ 24th In the morning cool and clear, a pleasant day.

November 25th and 26th nlce, warm days.

“ 27th nice weather, all the snow is gone.

" 28th Thanksgiving Day, cloudy and warm, the ground has
thawed. We wanted to visited the Setzkorns, but got stuck
on the way and had to push the car for about half a mile to
get out of the mud.

(page 123>
November and December 1929
November 28th toward evenling It began to snow. The nlght of the
29th we had about 2 inches of snow, but the wind blew It
away. There had been no strong frost.

" 30th a strong frost and gusty winds from southwest.

December 1st. Durling the nlght of Nov. 30th we had about 2
Inches of snow, but It was not cold, |t melted on December
ist.

“ 2nd clear and cold.

“ 3rd clear and a bit warmer.

" 4th clear with warm southwestern winds.
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. Sth nice ahd clear and warm.

" 6th silghtly cloudy but warm.

" 7th morning cloudy and crisp, afternoon nice and warm.
8th morning nice and warm, around 11 o’clock fog moved in
from the north with blting alir. It remalned that way untll
10 o’clock In the morning of the 10th. Warm after that.
. 10th a day llke summer.
" 11th nlce and warm, nlght frost.
. 12th also clear and warm.
. 13th overcast wlth heavy fog, nlght frost.
14th in the morning cloudy and foggy, afternoon clear and
warm, no frost.

. 15th nice and warm.

’ 16th foggy, overcast all day long.

" 17th foggy and overcast, toward evening brisk winds from

the northwest, after sunset very cold.
(page 123>
December 1923

.December i8th strong westerly winds, véry cold.

. 19th windstill and cold, the strongest frost yet.

. 20th clear and cold, gilght northwestern winds.

" 20th to the 24th clear and calm, cold.

" 24th to the 27th clear and-nlcéfy warm, sllght nlghtfrost,

no wind. The second day of Christmas was a blt cloudy, but

warm. My back bothered me throughout the holldays.
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December 28th - 30th nlce and clear and warm, slight night frost,
calm.
. 31st a blt cloudy, but warm and calm. Tonlght we will have
New Years Eve service in German.
Lord, bless us as we leave this old year behind. Stay with us
durlng the new year and hold your protecting hand over us unt!l
the blessed end. Remaln with us through our final distress, (
durlng our, and especlally mine last hour. Amen. )
1. Great God, we pralse, Lord we praise your power.
The earth bows down before you and marvels at your works.
As you have ever been, so you remaln eternally.
2. All who can pralse, cherublm and seraphim
slng pralses to you, and angels too who serve.you
(page 124>
proclalm you loudly as holy, holy, holy.
3. Holy Lord God Zebaoth, holy Lord of all armles.
Strong helper In all need. Heaven, earth, alr and sea
are filled with your glory, all ls your property.
4. The holy throng of the apostles, the vast number of prophets
are sending to your throne new songs of pralse and honor.
The large number of martyrs are pralsing you for evermore.
S. In all the world the great and the small are pralisling you.
God Father, the holy commumity slngs l1ts hymns to your honor
And are honorlng your only son who Is sittlng on your

throne.
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6.

They are pralsing the Holy Splrit, who with his teachlings
and hls solace strengthens us mightlly
who, together wlth you, oh King of Glory

and the Lord Jesus Christ will be forevermore.

7. Lord, have mercy, have mercy with us and send your blessling
And reveal your grace to all who trust the promise
and place thelr hope on you alone,
keep us from going astray.

(page 125)

The Deep Sea

I will throw Into the deep sea all the sins you have commltted

and remember themgﬁ more; for were they stacked up hlgh

they would £f111 the abysses of hell.

Thus, to stil]l your soul’s fear, love flows strongly and

unceasingly, llke as an everlastling sea.

Does man’s eye wish to measure and find your sins on the
shallow shore? They are all burled and forgotten, to be seen
no more.
No storm can tear them lose, no matter how It mlght rage.
For merciful, as I have promlsed, I threw them into the deep
sea.

Prayer:
I‘m not askling to take away the da&s worrles,
rather I ask for strength to bear them,

and for the falth:to know that all will turn out to my good:
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for everythlﬁg comes from your dear hands

ocut of your merclful heart.

I‘m not asking to glve me a qulet 1lfe.

No, Lord, here too your will be done.

But I ask to glve me a chlldllke, qulet heart

should the world try to pull me into lts worldly dolngs.
May my heart always remalin thlne own,

and stay away from worldly things, pull heavenward.

3. I’m not asking for an early end of all worldly fear and worry
(page 126>
but that you will be my peace In this turmoll.
And I‘m not asking that your Klngdom will come soon;
but rather ere I dle let me dle to sin,
and you will take away my sin.
4. You are the rlght morning sun of my 1ife,
may you not shine In vain today.
You are my llght; and when I stand In darkness
surround me with your llght of glory, dellght and salvatlon,
so that Joyfully I will go on
Into the evening sunshline at the
end of my Journey In this world.
S. Oh Jesus, help me all the whlle, because of your wounds,

that my name may be found In the book of salvation.
Nor do I doubt thlis, for you have Justly pald for all my sin.

His spirit tells my splrit many a word of'solace.
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how God will alde them who beseech him,

and how he has bullt a noble, new clty

where eye and heart can flnally see

what_the'heart has till now belleved In falth.
All who h;ar this desire of the church spoken out aloud will

surely Joln In saylng:

Where Jesus |s seen, there I long to be,

where Jesus bullds cottages, there ls my well belng.

Where I‘’ve begn till.néw ls not my rightful dwelllng,

my home ls way up there,

where the angel host lauds the great Lord.

(page 127>
. God |s Everywhere
Poor heart, cease your lamentlng and your sighlng
Always clear sunshine will follow cloudy days
Patlently bear all mishaps, turn your eye heavenward.
God 1s everywhere. Look up at the ralnbow, see the stars’

. 1llght, how It penetrates even the thlckest, darkest clouds.
Justwso shall penetrate Into your mind true bellef. Look at
heaven’s mercy. |

God ls everywhere. Sorrow will not pass anyone by, all recelve
thelr share of It, rlchly It ls glven to us. It seems as lf all
suffering is without number and wlthout end. Take heart, Qou

too wlll havé Jovy.
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God is everywhere. Do not be discontent with youf hard lot
and with this wicked world.” Oul of Lhiy sorrow will come
much good |f you but open your heart to love. As the Lord
has commanded, control your desires.
(page 128)
God s everywhere. Only do what Is rlight and Just
and what ls good for you and others.
Persevere, for blessings will follow times of testing.
Always keep the Lord‘’s commandments, be true and strong as steel,
While you’re allve He protects you, and In death, God ls
everywhere.
A Verse of God’s Praise
You‘re pralised in the stlliness, you mighty God of Zlon
Much honor is glven to you, oh you strong Lord Sabaoth
You are the Lord of the world, the hope of the devout
When sorrow strlkes and suffering, you do not leave us to It
Therefore, with my mouth I will constantly pralse you In front
of everyone, and I will add to your glory as long as I can.
(page 129>
January 1939
January 1st It was nice and warm, and |t stayed that way untll
January 5th, clear and warm.
. 6th there was a sharp cold noffﬂwest wind with strong frost.
" Between the 6th and the 7th the wind turned to northeast,

it 1s cloudy, ahd cold and the wind Is cold..
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s 7th cloudy and cold.

8th cloudy, windy and a blt snow, very cold.
" 9th In the morning windy and some snow, cold, towards ncon
It cleared up, but remalned cold.

10th In the morn!ing no wind, clear and cold, towards noon
the wind turned toward southeast, |t was strong. It got
cloudy and was very cold.

" 11th strong southwest wind, In the mornlng a blt of sleet,
afternoon clear, the temperature ls a blt hligher.

12th clear ‘and cold In the morning, cold northeast wind, in

the afternocon strong fog.

January 13th foggy and a blt of snow, around 2 o’clock It snowed.

14th In the morning clear and cold, the snow'lles smoothly.
" 15th overcast In the morning, northwest wind, cold.

" 16th. The previous night there was a bit of a storm. A
blt of snow on the 16th. The night of the 16th there was a
regular bllizzard untll noon of the 17th, then It cleared
up. It was all the whlle very cold, between 12 to mlnus 0.

(page 130)
January and February 1930
January 18th clear skles In the morning, no wind.

" 19th clear and cold tili nocn. afternoon cloudy, stormy and

cold. Temperatures have been mlnus 14 already.

. 20th very'stormy, bllzzard-1ike, cold.

’ 2ist In the mornling clear and cold, temperature minus 10, a
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bit of snow.

" 22nd clear and cold In the morning, temperature minus 10.

. 23rd clear and cold, but a bit mllder.

» 24th clear, no wind, cold, foggy..

" 26th a bit cloudy, cold, no wind.

¥ 27 and 28 very muggy, warm and nlce._no wind.

. 29th strong southwestern winds, clear and warm.

" 30th nice and clear, no wind, warm.

" 31st strong southwestern winds, bit cloudy, warm.
February 1ist nice and clear and warm.

. 2nd nice and clear and warm, sllght northeast winds.

" 3rd overcast, winds from north-northeast, but warm.

" 4th clear, strong northwest winds, but warm.

» Sth clear, no wind, nlce and warm.

. 6th clear, no wind, very warm, Just 1lke spring.

" 7th very foggy In the morning, warm.

' 8th nice and warm, no wind.

" 9th In the morning north-northwest winds, unpleasantly
| cold, afternoon wind slowed down, warm.

" 8th Ludwig and Walter, and Isaak and hls famlly came for a

viglt. They left for home around 4:30 o’clock.

. 10th was a nlce and warm day. -

" 1i1th nice and warm, no wind. |

(page 131)

February 12th a realisprlng day.

-
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February 13th overcast and unpleasant In the mornlnq.‘destwlnd.
In the afternoon warm, wind died down.

" 14th no wind, warm.

" 15th northwestern winds in the morning, afterncon no wind
and warm.

" 1Sth very warm, no wind.

' 17th as warm as a summer day, above 70 degrees.

" 25th til]l the 24th it was nlce and warm, Just as In the
spring, the wheat ls nlce and green.

The morning of the 25th cloudy, northwest winds, and a bit
of raln, but while I am writing this, it Is clearling up.

“ 2ist I made a trip to Hoisington, to visit my old friend
Wilhelm Morgenstern. He had a stroke, but seems to be
getting better.

" 26th nice and warm, a blt windy.

. 27th southern wind, cloudy and cool, clearing ln the
evening. Durling the nlght, around midnight, 1t got cloudy
and ralned quite a bit.

K 28th morning nlce and warm and sunny, towards evenlng
northeast winds, cool and overcast, but by nlghtfall |t
cleared up.

March 1st northern winds, cold, but the sky |Is clear. From the
ist t111 the 7th the weather was pretty good, a blt cooler
than February, but not bad.

" 7th strong, cold northwestern winds, a bit_0vercast.
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" 9th nice and warm and clear, winds from southwest;’
(page 132)
March 1930
March 9th nlce and clear and warm, northwestern winds.

" i0th nice and clear and warm, northwestern winds.

" From the 10th tlll1 the 13th sunny, changing winds, but |t
was nice and warm.

. 14th we recelved our chlckens, 300 of them.

" 1Sth In the morning wind from southwest, a bit cloudy.

* 16th strong southwestern wind, but nlce and warm.

‘ 17th at two In the morning the wind was stll] from
northeast, blowlng hard, It Is rather cool. The wind is
bringing down a flne mist. Afternoon It ralned a bit,
later there was a blt of sleet and a blt of snow.

March 18th strong nlghtfrost, very cold, later warming up.

" 19th morning cold and frosty, afternoon warm and nlce.

" 20th mornling frost and cold, wind from north-northeast.
March 21st nlce and warm, no wind.
K 22nd nice and clear and warm, strong wind from southwest.

" 23rd morning nlice, afternoon strong southwest wind with a
bit of raln.

» 24th nice and clear In the morning, but afternoon very
strong, cold northern wind, an&"heavy clouds. '
25th strong frost in the morning, cold, strong northwestern

wind, cool all day long.
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. 26th all day long slight wind blowlng from northwest, cool.
. On the 26th Theodor started plowlng.
" 27th In the morning cold, very strong nightfrost, sky Is
clear. But it ls too dry.
(page 133)
March and April 1930
March 28th clear skles and cold In the morning, strong
nlghtfrost, all day long unpleasant.
. 29th strong nightfrost, the day was unpleasantly cool.
. 27th Theodor started plowling.
o 30th nlce day, warm and no wind.
" 3ist a nlce, cool day, a blt overcast. March ls now over,
all In all It was not especlally stormy, but'too dry.
April 1 a nice warm day, clear, and sllight east wind, we need
raln, It Is getting too dry. The wheat Is still alrlght.
" 2nd nice, no wind, the sky ls clear and its warm.
" Srd a day llke summer, no wind, its hot and dry.
" 4th very warm and nlce, towards evenling clouds formed but
It did not rain.
Aprll Sth slight northwest winds In the morning, nlice and
cool. afternoon changlng winds from northwest, north, back
to northwest, but dry.
. 6th warm and no wind.
» 7th In the mornling strong winds from northwest; afternoon

from east, southeast. pleasantly cool.
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' 8th southwestern winds, dry, the wheat is sufferlhé.

" 10th warm and windstlill.

" 11th nlce and warm, a blt windy; durlng the afternoon we
drove to Holsington to flsh.

" 12th we were stll]l In Holslington, til] noon nice and warm

and windy, durlng the afternoon heavy ralns. We got home

around 9 o‘clock that evenling, brought home a lot of fish.

13th nlce and warm, but somehow depressing.

. 14th Theodor, Lydia and Samuel left for Nebraska. The day
was windy and overcast, It looked 1lke raln.

(page 134)
April 1930
but 1t dld not raln, towards evenling It cleared up.
April 15th north-northeast winds, slightly overcast, clearing
towards evenlng.

" 16th all day long winds from northeast and east, around 4
o’clock a slight rain, after that the wind came from
northwest and blew very hard, it was cold.

Aprll 17th nlce and clear and warm, a blt windy.

. 18th Goodfriday, the morning cloudy but warm, around 8
o‘clock It started to raln untll noon. It was a good
country raln, but we dld not get a good soaking.

" 19th all day long cloudy and éfﬁong wind from southwesf.
loocks like it might rain. It is the Saturday before

Easter, I am sick and do not know what is alllng me, I
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think It Is my heart. It did not raln in the evening.
20th. It’s the morning of Easter Sunday, it Is clear and
cold, winds from northeast.

21st In the morning wind from southwest, afternoon It was
partlially cloudy. Around S5 o’clock It ralned a bit, then
the wind changed toward northeast and It ralned heavler.
It was a very nice raln.

22nd wind from northeast, then east, overcast and looks
llke raln, but toward evening It cleared up, no raln.
23th In the morning cool wind from northeast, clear and
nice.

24th overcast and winds from southeast, warm, but no rain.
25th southwest wind, around 9 o’clock It began to raln

lightly and with slight Interruptlions It ralned all day.

(page 135>

Aprll and May 1930

April 26th at § o’clock In the morning It started to rain, but

not for long. The wind changed to northeast, and it began
to raln again. Now It stopped ralnlng, It was not very
much.

27th overcast, no wind, nice, then it cleared up.

28th morning overcast with a blt of rain, afternoon clear.
29th |t began to raln In the ﬁéfnlng and contlnued t111 4
o‘clock, a lovely, soaklng country raln, wilthout thunder

and lightning. iWe got a good soaklng.
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" 30th a nlce warm day wlthout wind, in the evaning-ilght
winds from southeast. The wheat ls looking good.

May 1st a very warm day. There are not many days like thls here
In Kansas. I still have the heart problem.

. 2nd nlce and war, toward evening a blt windy.

" 3rd In the morning overcast, wind from southeast, It looks
llke raln and It started around 2 o’clock In the afternoon
till S o’clock. We had a lovely raln, |t soaked nicely.
Samuel got stuck on the way home from town, all day long he
was gone.

" 4th foggy In the morning, later clearing, a lovely morning,
and the day remalned like that.

" Sth a nice warm day with a bit of socuth wind.

. 6th cool and cloudy in the morning, 1lght northern wind.

" 7th a flne mornling, afternoon windy and dry, storm clouds.

" 8th nice and windstill, afterncon windy and storm clouds.

" 9th the ﬁornlng cocol, winds from northwest, a nice day.

o 10th around S o’clock In the morning a nlce country raln
with a blt of lightning and thunder. A good soaking, the
wind changed to northeast, no more raln durlng the day.

(page 136)
May 11th -1930
May 11th Yesterday towards evenﬁng.tﬁe wind suddenly changed to
northwest and It got cold. It blew hard all night long and

got even stronger In the morning. There was-a blt of raln,
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but It Is very cold. It might even freeze. May the Lord
have mercy wlth us. Afternoon: The wind continued to blow
with double strength all day long. Toward evening it dled
down, but It is cold.

May 13th Thank God It did not freeze! It |ls a cool, nice morning
with heavy dew. The day remalned nice, It ls a bit cloudy.

. 14th nice and warm, partlally overcast; toward evening
cloudy. Around 10 o’clock at night we had some raln.

. 16th durling the night there was a light rain, slowlng down
toward morning. Around noon it cleared up, but now It Is
overcast again, the wind ls blowing from the east.

. 17th durlng the night a flne raln started and contlnued the
whole day long, It Is an unpleasant and damp day. We dld
not see the sun today.

. i8th In the mornlng clear and cool, a bit of frost; the day
turned out to be nice and warm.

" 19th heavy dew In the morning, the day was nlce and warm.

(page 137)
May 2ist 1930
May 20th In the morning nice, toward noon strong winds from
southwest contlnuing all day long into the night.

" 2ist In the mornlng southwestern wind, blew strongly during
the entlre day, the alr was verf dugty. |

" 22nd around two in the morning the wind turned toward

northwest, and ]ater In the morning came f;bm nerth. It’s
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stll]l blowing strong, and lt’s unpleasantly cold.

23rd a nice, cool day, light northwest winds.

May 24th a nlice, pleasant day, 1lght southern winds.

25th a nlce warm day, strong southwestern winds.

26th nlce and clear, but strong scuthwestern winds.

27th winds stll1l from southwest, a blt cloudy.

28th southwestern winds, qult warm, afternoon a but
overcast, some thunder from the west. Around 10 o’clock In
the evening we had raln, without thunder and llghtnling.
Later on we had the thunder and llightning. We had a very
nice country rain.

29th In the mornlng strong fog, there Is a flne mist coming
down. It remalned cloudy all day long. For a time 1t
gseemed as [f It would rain, but It did not.

30th the morning was cloudy, but it cleared up durling the
day and turned out to be a nice day with southeastern
winds. It’‘s nlce and cool, the wind |s not too strong.
31st the last day of May we had a strong southwestern wind.
It sure Is good that it Is cool, otherwlse we would have
lost the wheat. The harvest wlll most 1lkely not be as

good as we had hoped it would be.

(page 138)

June "1st 1930

June 1st June seems to have taken over the same winds as we had

In May, lt’s very windy.
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. 2nd strong southwestern winds.

. 3rd strong southwestern winds, toward evening the skles got
cloudy, during the night we had heavy rain.

" 4th strong southwester winds followed the raln. There are
white clouds in the sky.

" Sth during the night a nlice thundershower came up, the day
was nlce, pleasantly cool, winds from northwest.

ke 6th a nlce calm day, not hot, pleasantly cool, some clouds
in the west.

June 7th In the morning a blt cloudy, nice and cool.

" 8th a pleasant, nlce day, a blt windy.

- 9th overcast In the morning, cool, easterly winds, locooks
llke rain.

" 10th durlng the night foggy, morning overcast, easterly
winds, durlng the day overcast and damp.

" 1ith foggy morning, cool, overcast and later rainy.

* 12th all day long strong winds from southwest.

" 13th wind, wind, wind and more wind from southwest. Today
1t Is windy, yesterday It was windy, and the day before,
and agaln nothing but southwestern winds.

. 14th In the morning overcast, nlce and calm. Towards noon
a bit of fog and a little 3prlqkle of rain. Afternoon
clear wlth strong winds from noétheast. '

" 15th the morning partlally cloudy, nice and calm. Arocund 9

o’clock a blt of fog, afternoon cocl northeastern winds.
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June

16th Johannes Niedens and h}s wife came for a vigsit. It was

It was a pleasant day.

(page 139>

June 17th a nice, pleasant day, northeasterly winds.

July

i8th In the mornlng nlce fresh southeast winds.

19th In the mornling overcast and foggy, toward noon |t
cleared up, at times very hot, winds from southeast.

20th all day long strong southeasterly winds, toward
evening rain clouds developed in the southeast, northwest
and north, but rain passed us by and moved east.

26th. From the 20th to the 25th overall the weather was
good, but always with southwest winds. On the 25th winds
came from northwest and northeast, it was a nice, pleasant
day. This morning it is calm and still hot and muggy.
Harvesting started on the 25th. So far the yield is poor.
From the 25th til1 the 30th of June I can only report dry
and hot weather, occasionally hot southwestern winds. A
few times clouds developed, but it did not rain. On the
27th a thunderstorm formed, most of which moved off towards
north-northwest, but a very heavy downpour with hall
occurred southwest from here. The hail caused about 50
percent of damage for Theogor-ﬁnd Bernhard.

ist. July started with strong southwesterly winds.

2nd dry and winds from southwest.

Srd. Last night a thunderstorm came up with a lot of
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wants to clalm me, then, glye me, Lord Jesus, your blood.
Away with all that causes harm. From it may I be ever
geparated.

In the name of Christ, I tell you, Sagan, get away from me and
leave me well alone. My soul, my body, all that ls mine is
well preserved in the hand of God.

(page 141)

And all I have within my house is blessed through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen
To Trust in God

Pull in the salils, and all hands on deck!

Out of the darkness the storm is coming

The waves are rolling with much force

Thunder rolls, and day turns Into night

In the back of the shlp the helmsman stands at the wheel

And steers with good sight and skill the week vessel

Knows how to avoid the dangerous reef

How to sall through the waves, for hls ship obeys him

Oh good sallor, nature’s elements are raging

Oh sturdy ship, keep going through storms and tides

Fearful hearts are terrifled and mixed within the storm’s

fearful sounds I
Are children’s cries, women’s lamenting volces
But quietly and unafraid, there sits a child all by himself

And lets the wind tousle his hair
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waﬁ;é to clalm me, then, glve me, Lord Jesus, your blood.
Awaylwlth all that causes harm. From It may I be ever
sepa;ated.

In the name of Christ, I tell you, Satan, get away from me and
leave me well alone. My soul, my body, all that is mine ls
well preserved In the hand of Cod.

(page 141>
And all ‘I have within my house s blessed through our Lord

Jesus Christ. Amen

TO TRUST 1IN GOD

Pn1l in the sails, and all hands an deck!
Out of the darkness the storm is coming
The waves are ralling with much force
Chunder roils, and dag turns into night

in the back of the ship the helmsman stands at the wheel
And steers with good sight and skill the week vessel
Knows how to avoid the dangerauns veel

Yoo ko sail through the vaves, for his ship obeys him

. 0k a guouod sailor, nature's elements are taging
ok sturdy ship, keep going throngh storms and tides
Feartul hearts are terrified and mixed vithin the storm's
fearful sounds
Ave children's cries, women's lamenting voices

. But guietly and unafraid, there sits a child all by himself
And lets the nind kousle his hair

. $its as on a throne, and looks out over the sea
Knows no fear, no terror: he is the helusman's son
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Slts as on a throne, and loocks out over the sea
Knows no fear, no terror: he Is the helmsman’s son
Asked by one of the men: Do you not fear the storm
How come, little one, that you alone ére unafrald?
And with pride the child blushes
My father’s at the helm, there is no want.
Oh chlldlike falth, you chlild of God do you now understand
Though your ship is tossed about by wild winds
Though the skies are ablaze with fire, and dark depths threaten
Your father‘s at the helm, there is no want.
(page 143>
July 1930
July 10th. From the 3rd till this morning contlinucus south
western winds, very hot and dry. The thermometer meaéured
111 one day thls week. Thls morning again the southwest
winds are blowing strongly. Yesterday, the 9th, we flinlshed
with the cutting, the yield was medium, the price is low,
it Is between 60 and 70 cents.

. 11th very hot winds from southwestern directicn.

" 12th continued southwestern winds and hotter than ever. At
sundown the winds slowed down, and turned toward northeast.
During the night a slight thuﬁderstorm came up and It -
rained a little.

" 13th it rained a bit during the morning, but the wind

remained from the northeast, it stayed this way all day
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long, overcast and cool. We desperately need rain. The
feed ls about to die from lack of raln, the cattle ranges
are gettlng sparse.
July 14th partially overcast, winds ffom northeast; a pleasant
day.
" 1Sth sllght northwesterly winds, nice and pleasant.
" 22nd. From the 16th to the 20th very hot with hot
southwesterly winds, temperatures up to 111 degrees.
. 21st during the nlght it ralned, a pleasant day.
" 22nd last night there was a good rain, but it really means
no more than a drop In the bucket. The earth s parched.
Thlis morning it stil]l ralned a little, now it |s overcast.
. On July 18th Theodor and I drove to Holslington, we drove
August and Hllda home. |
(page 143>
July 23rd at 4 o’clock in Lhe morning Lhere was a very nice rain
with a little thunder and lightning, It rained heavily, for
about S hours, and everything got a good scaking. Towards
evening it rained nicely once again.
" 24th a very nlce, pleasant day, a bit overcast and calm.
" 30th. From the 24th till the 30th we had nice, pleasant
weather with northeasterly an&'easterly winds.
. 3lst It was windy and hot, a little rain.

August 1st began with a hot day.
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2nd and 3rd hot and dry wlngs. everything Is dry, we are in
need of more rain.

3rd at noon, Markus, the son of my brother Abraham, came
for a very short visit.

4th very hot and dry.

8th during the night we had a good raln, but the raln
extended only one or two miles to the south, the wind came
from east-southeast.

12th. From the 8th to the 12th it very hot, windy and dry.
13th nice cool morning, winds from the north.

19th. From the 13th to the 19th hot, windy and dry. There
were some local rains, but not enough. It surely looks
bad. On the 13th Albert and Amalia came from Nebraska for

a visit.

(page 144)

August and September 1930

August 27th. From the 19th to the 27th It was dry, windy and

hot. Occasicnally It loocked like raln, but it did not
rain. On the 23rd my sister Milusine came with her 3
children, Otto, Milda, and Markus for a visit, they left on
the morning of the 25th.

29th. Yesterday, the ZBEh w&sfa nice day, partially -
cloudy. During the night of the 28th there was a
thunderstorm, put It did not raln very much, nevertheless

it was a good shower, I estimate we had 1/2 inch of rain.
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September 1st. August has come to an end, it was hot and dry
till the end. September started out with strong northwest
winds.

- 2nd partlially cloudy, pleasant cdol, but dry.

. 3rd. Last night there was a thunderstorm. We did not get
much rain, but south of here they had some heavy local
showers.

" 4th a nice, pleasant day but dry.

“ S5th nlce aqd pleasant, northeasterly winds.

. 6th. Last night around 1 o’clock we had lovely rain, we got
a good socaking, and it came at the rlight time. This
morning, after the ralns, it ls very pleasant.

(page 145>

September 1930

September 7th. Around 2 c’clock last night we once again had
lovely rain. Thils morning ls plea=ant.

“ 8th strong fog in the morning, followed by overcast skies,
with heavy rainclouds, otherwise a pleasant day.

" 9th around midnight last night we had a nice country rain,
and it is still ralning. It iIs now 9:15 o’clock in the
morning. It continued to rain till noon, occasionally it
ralned cats and dogs, everythlﬁg-ls very wet and well
scaked. The afternoon was nice and pleasant.

. 10th very cloudg. winds from northwest, calming down later

during the day. The clouds moved off and !t was a nice day.
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September 11th Willie began with drilling.

12th in the morning heavy fog, then a bit of rain. The
afternoon very hot and muggy.

13th pleasant, cool day, northerly winds.

14th pleasantly cool, soft winds from the north.

iSth very cool morning, slight western winds .

16th pleasant day, northeastern winds.

17th very cool morning, cool winds from southeast.

18th cool and pleasant, winds from northeast.

19th cool southwesterly winds in the morning, afternoon

winds from northeast, quite cool.

(page 146>

September 1930, October 1930

September 20th in the morning cold, east-southeast winds, the

sky is a bit cloudy, the winds died down and during the
night around 1 o‘clock all was calm.

213t pleasant and nice, light southwesterly winds.

22nd very strong southern winds and dry.

23rd around noon strong scuthwestern winds and dry.

24th a pleasant, dry day.

25th strong winds from northwest and it is cold.

26th In the morning very cp]djwtth southwestern winds.-
27th cocol morning, southwesterly winds, otherwise nice.
28th a pleasant:day, a but southern wind. At 7 o‘clock In

the evening Willie’s Vicky(?) had surgery for appendicitis.
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September 2%9th in the morning plyasant, but dry.

" 30th pleasantly cool, but cloudy. September is now over,
during the first half of the month we had a lot of raln,
during the last half it was dry. We need rain again.

October 1st southerly winds, the sky is cloudy, there has been a
little sprinkle of rain, It is pleasantly cool.

" 2nd rainy with southwesterly winds, we had about 4-1/2
inches. It ralned about 2 inches where Jochannes llves. It
also rained during the night.

" 3rd, In the morning nice southeast winds. Around sundown
we had heavy rains.

(page 147)
(October 1930)
October All gullles and gorges are full. Over at Wlllle’s,
south of the house, a gorge has been totally swept away.

" 4th a blt of raln during the morning with strong south-
easterly winds. It looks like more rain. In the evening we
had a strong thundershower with thunder and 1lghtning.
Indeed, it ralned more heavily than the days before. Our
dam has been swept away again.

" Sth at daybreak there was a nice country rain, It continued
till 8 in the morning. We‘got'a lot of water. After that
it remained overcast, until evening when it cleared up

October 6th all day {ong overcast, clearing toward evening.

-
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Around 9 o’clock fog moved in, and the féllowlng morning we

got more rain. After that calm and pleasantly cool.

October 10th. From the 7th to the 10th pleasantly cool, with a

]

bit of wind, heavy dew in the mornings, the earth is not
drying. It Is now a whole week since the rain and no one
can work the land, all Ia still too wet.

10th toward evenlng It got cloudy and It ralned a little, it
also ralned a little durlng the night.

11th In the morning strong southwesterly winds, cloudy and
the air is damp, a bit of rain towards evening, getting
heavy about 8 o‘clock in the evening. It ralined heavily
almost all night, It was a good soaking.

12th overcast with northwesterly winds in the morning.

(page 148)

October 1930

Oclober Toward 9 o’alock it cleared up and became nice, it was a

bit cool, bul Lhe reul of Lhe day remained nice.

12th During the night the sky clouded over and It remalned
overcast all day long, with a bit of misting. At 11
o‘clock at night it began to rain and continued to rain,
with Interruptlons, untll the morning of the 13th.

13th in the morning, wet apd mﬁddy. Just now the sun is
peeking out, loocks like it will clear up.

14th a blit cloudy, southwesterly winds, otherwise nice.

15th In the morning southwesterly winds, afternoon calm,
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very nlce and spring-like.

October 16th during the morning cold, cloudy and windy, winds

from north, towards evening very cold. It looked as If we
would have frost during the night, but there was none.
17th clear and lovely day, calm.

18th heavy dew in the morning, cool and calm, afternoon
windy and cool, a bit cloudy.

19th light night frost, northeasterly winds, cloudy and
cold. ‘

20th southwesterly winds, overcast and cool, toward evening
freezing drizzle, slight frost during the night. '

21st freezing drizzle, the grass and the trees are covered
with white lcing, It is calm and very damp.

22nd overcast, foggy and damp. Very cool, towards evening
It cleared up.

22nd, around 3 o’clock in the afternocon Gottfried Riebke

and his wife came for a vislt.

(page 149)

October 1930 and November 1930

October 23rd In the morning clear and light frost. The rest of

the day nice and warm and calm.

24th in the morning clear, lléht-frost and cold. No wind,
the entire day was very nice.

25th during the morning southwestern winds, no frost, but

cool. It remained nice all day long.
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October 26th In the morning winds from northwest, but no frost.

It was a nice day, though qulte cool.

27th slight northwesterly winds in the morning, sllight
frost. E

28th northerly winds, no frost, but very cool and clear.
This morning Gottfrled Riebke left on his way to Portland,
Oregon.

29th northwesterly winds in the morning, cocol, but no
frost. Al{ day long the sky stayed clear and lt was cool.
30th the morning nlce and clear and calm, though cool.
31st southwesterly winds In the morning, warm and clear.
October is now over, It started like a lion, but ended 1like
a lamb--nlce and calm and pleasantly wacrm.

November 19930

November 1st In the morning slight southwesterly winds, clear

and pleasant, no frost.

2nd clear, northwesterly winds, cold, no frost.

3rd nice and pleasantly cool, In the morning a bit of frost.
Sth nice and clear, caim, light frost.

6th southwesterly winds, strong frost.

7th southwesterly winds, slight frost, a bit overcast.

8th southwesterly winds, unpléasantly cool, no frost.

9th southwesterly winds, clear, warm, no frost.

10th a very nlce day, clear and pleasantly warm.
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November 11th nice and clear during the morning, northwesterly
winds. Towards 9 o’clock light fog, and It got cloudy.

" 12th a very nice day, calm and warm.

" 13th very strong southwesterly wfnds.

" 14th slight frost, otherwise very pleasant.

. 1S5th very pleasant day.

" 16th very strong frost during the night, strongest so far.

2 17th a nice, warm day.

o iBth a calm, pleasant day.

a 19th. Last night clouds moved in from southwest, the sky
became overcast, towards 4 o’clock In the morning thunder-
storm with heavy rains. It continued to rain all day till
about 11 o’clock In the evening.

* 20th in the morning very strong northwesterly winds and
slight frost, the sky is clearing.

" 21st strong frost last night, slight northwesterly winds.
Around 9 o‘clock In the morning 1t cleared up, It thawed.

" 27th. From the 2ist till the 27th very unpleasant
northwesterly winds, freezing at night. This morning we
have northwesterly winds, but all is clear.

g From the evening of 28th till the 29th overcast, it started
to raln at 6 o’clock on the morning of the 29th un t111 2
o‘clock iIn the afternocon. —At S o’clock Christof Deutsch
from Wyoming, hls wife and two girls came for a visit.

" 30th a nlce day, but all is very muddy.
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December ist a nice clear, calm morning, towards evening It

cooled and fog moved In, remalning throughout the night.
2nd in the morning slight frost and fog, no wind.

3rd very wet fog, slight frost.

4th In the morning fog and freezing, the afternoon clear
and pleasant.

Sth strong frost, northwesterly winds, but clear and nice.
6th in the morning nice and calm, slight frost. On the 6th
we drove Chrlstof Deutsch and his famlly to Hoislngton to
visit Isaak.

Yesterday, the 9th, we returned home, the weather was nice.
This morning there Is a cold north winds, and lts partially
cloudy.

11th Today Christof Deutsch left for a visit to Bernhard,
and from there they will return home.

12th nlce pleasant fall weather.

13th pleasantly warm.

i4th snowstorm during the night of the 13th. At 10 o‘clock
this morning its atill snowing. There Is a lot of snow.
15th slight northeasterly winds, the sky is overcast,
occasionally there is fog, and freezing drizzle.

i6th totally overcast, foggy,;but warm and calm.

17th windy but overcast and warm.

18th somewhat clear, warm with northwesterly winds.

19th westerly winds In the mornlng, clear and cold.
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December 20th nice, clear and warm, a bit of thawing.

" 21st nightfrost, in the morning nice and clear.

" 22nd slight northwest winds, slight thawing, clear.

. 23rd. southwest winds, clear skies, breezy.

" 24th clear and nice, slight thawing.

" 25th a pleasant day and thawlng. The last few days of the
old year were very pleasant: cold in the morning, afternoon
thawing. MNew Years Eve was nice. We alsoc heard a very
good sermon .

We praise God that he has mercifully brought us through the
past year, and in his sacrament and word was with us. Ve
pray that for the coming year he will remain our strength
and stay. Amen.
January 1931
January 1st. The new year started with strong westerly winds,
the sky was clear.
" 2nd very warm, a bit cloudy, the snow is all gone.
= ¥ 3rd very warm, clear and calm.

" 4th durlng the mornlng northwesterly wlnds, afternoon warm,
calm and clear, very pleasant.

« Sth exceptionally nice; till now nightly frost, thawing
during the day. ‘

" 6th northeasterly winds, otherwlse clear and pleasant,

toward evening it got cloudy.
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January 7th mornling overcast and a bit of snow, cleared up

toward noon, afternoon very pleasant.

8th clear, calm and warm.

9th heavy fog during the mornlng;_at 10 o’clock the fog
lifted, the sun came out. It is totally calm.

10th heavy fog during the morning, later the sun came out,
no frost, calm and warm.

1ith nice and clear, pleasantly warm.

12th northwesterly winds, slight snow in the evening, it got
cold--down to 15 degrees.

13th cold and clear, sllight northwesterly winds.

January 14th heavy nlght frost, clear and calm.

15th clear and unpleasantly cold, a blt of wind.

i16th a nice day Just llke spring.

17th frozen dew in the morning, slight fog, getting heavy
towards noon, heavy drizzle later on.

18th the morning bright and clear, but cold northwest
winds; toward noon sllightly cloudy.

19th the morning bright and clear, cold northwest winds.
20th clear with cold northwesterly winds.

21st nice and warm, calm, Jjust like summer.

23rd clear morning, warm and célm.

24th the morning clear and‘warm with southwesterly winds.
25th slightly cloudy, slightly windy, nice and warm.

26th the morning clear, slight westerly wihdﬁ.
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January 27th nlce and calm, warm.
" 28th a day like spring.
" 29th warm and calm, Jjust |ike summer.
" 30th very warm and calm, very pleasant.
(page 154)
January 1931
January 31st. On Thursday, the 29th, we received news that
Isaak’s son August Ils |11, he has typhus. We took off on
the 30th. ﬂe was already gettling better. Therefore we
returned home on the 3ist. It was a pleasant warm day.
February 1931
February 1st partlally cloudy, towards evening thunder and a bit
of rain, warm and calm.
* 2nd a bit overcast, calm and warm.
" 3rd the morning bright and clear, northwesterly winds,
around noon a bit of frost, later nice and warm.
. 4th nice and clear, slight northwesterly winds.
=8 Sth clear morning, sllight northwesterly winds, afterncon
winds from northeast, warm, at night freezing.
February 6th nice and warm and calm.
; 7th nlce and warm, partlally cloudy, northeasterly winds.
. 8th slightly cloudy, cool, noftheasterly winds.
“ 9th heavy frost, morning b;lght and clear, unpleasantly
cold, slight northwesterly breeze.

» 10th bright and clear In the morning, strong frost and
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southern winds, towards noon cloudy In the south, but all
moved off. Now lt’s noon and lt’s partlally cloudy with

southﬁesterly winds.

February 11th slight frost during the morning, sky nice and

clear, a beautiful calm day. Later southwesterly winds.

(page 1585)

February 1931

February 12th overcast and warm in the morning, northeasterly

winds, later partially clearing, then totally overcast.
13th slightly cloudy in the morning, gllght northeasterly
winds, strong frost during the night.

14th partially overcast In the morning, all day long strong

southwesterly winds, strong frost at night.

(slck cow) Feb. 15th in the morning clear, slight frost, strong

(cow

southwesterly winds.

16th sllight southwesterly winds and overcast in the

dead? morning, clear towards noon, wind turned northeast.
17th calm and partlally overcast in the morning, toward
nocon gtrong northweasterly winds.

18th southwesterly winds, nlce and clear, warm morning.
19th southwesterly winds, morning clear, cool.

20th nice and clear, warm and.sltght southeasterly winds.
21st at S o’clock in the morning it thundered, than it
started to raln:and continued till 8. It remained overcast

all day long, winds from the southeast till noon, changing
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to south. We had a good shower, then It cleared up, and is

now warm.

February 22nd slightly cloudy, warm and nice, northeast winds.

23rd cloudy morning, foggy and a;blt of rain, drizzle and
fog all day long.

24th in the morning frozen dew, slight fog, nice and warm.
25th southwesterly winds, partlally cloudy, but warm.

26th strong southwesterly winds, partlally cloudy and warm.
27th strong southwesterly winds in the morning, afternocon
nice and clear, wind turned to southeast, heavy clouds
moved In from the west and southwest.

28th at 2 o‘clock in the morning raln started, around 8
o’clock 1t turned to sleet sleet, and by 11 o’clock we had

a fullfledged snowstorm.

(page 156>

February and March 1931

February 28th But the snow was wet and did not remalin on the

ground. Thus, February left with rain and snow, for it
stormed until 9 o’clock Iin the evening. The snow did not
accumulate, It was too wet and melted right away. The

ground s in excellent condition.

March ist in the morning wintry, overcast, but towards noon. it

L]
o

began to thaw, unt!l evening all the snow was gone. It was
a nice day.

2nd the morning clear, calm and nice.
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March 2nd clear, calm and beautlful.

3rd strong northwesterly winds, clear.
4th clear and strong southwesterly winds.

Sth durlng the morning strong nofthwesterly winds, cold and

overcast. It remained like that all day.

March 6th at 7 o‘clock In the morning a storm moved in, the wind

came from north-northeast. It is now noon and the storm
continues, It iIs snowing only llghtly, temperature 25

degrees, snow was blown into all crevices and ruts.

March 7th in the morning, clear and cold, strong northwest winds.

8th In the morning, slightly overcast, cold northwest winds.
?th southwesterly winds, few clouds in the north-northwest.
10th strong northwesterly winds, letting up in the evening.
11th clear and nice, warm southwest winds.

12th in the morning, overcast, calm and warm.

13th sllightly overcast, light north-northeasterly winds.

14th a very lovely, warm, calm day.

{(page 157)

March 1931

March 15th durlng the night, at 3 o“clock a light rain shower,

the morning very cloudy, 1ight northeast winds, cool.
16th In the morning very cleaf;‘siight frost, cold
southwesterly winds.

17th a regular summer day, clear, calm and warm.

18th an excellent, beautiful day, Just like summer.
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" 19th overcast, southeasterly winds, rain started in the
afternoon and contlinued until 8 o‘clock in the mornlng of
the 20th, lots of rain, all is very wet.

March 21st nice and clear, slight noréhwestarly winds, slight
frost.

“  22nd lnlthe morning nice and clear, calm and warm.

Z 23rd nice and clear, but strong northwest wind.

" 25th In the merning, overcast, southwesterly winds turning
towards Southweast in the afternoon. Around S o’clock it
began to rain lightly until 8 o‘clock.

. 26th overcast and southeasterly winds, It rained untll 2
o’clock, then It turned into heavy snow. Around S o’clock
the wind turned toward northwest and we had a heavy
blizzard. It whirled and swirled very strongly in the air
as well as on the ground, and contlinued on throughout the
night.

" 27th it is stll] storming and there seems no end In sight.
We are almost out of coal, we are burning old automobile
tires. The weather continued on all day, and let off a bit
towards evening, but it was very cold.

" 28th the sun did not come out all day long, the sky was
partially overcast with rain dlouds, slight northwesterly
winds, thawing weather.

* 29th in the morqing, alightly overcast in the east, later

the sun shone.
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March and ﬁprll 1931
March 29th the western sky was overcast, at 9 o’clock it started
to snow until! evening, it continued on into the night. The
snow was llight, between 2-3 inches, winds from southeast.
March 30th in the morning, overcast sky, stormy and strong
northeasterly winds, It’s no longer snowlng; towards
evening it cleared.

" 31st the sun rose nice and clear, this will be a sunny day.
Yes, thls was Indeed a lovely day. The blizzard on the
26th did a lot of damage. It was reported that In Colorado
a school bus got caught In the blizzard. Five children , as
well as the teacher and driver, died. It was also reported
that In West- and East Kansas thousands of cattle froze to
death. 1In Scott City 8 persons are missing, among them
school children. March ended with a fury in some areas.
Here it was not so bad because we were forewarned.

April 1931
April ist a lovely, warm day, southwesterly winds in the
afternoon. The snow Is almost all gone.

“ 2nd in the morning, heavy fog, it lifted later on; strong
northeasterly winds, but warm.

" 3rd in the morning, overca?t.‘around 9 o’clock it cleared;
strong, cold northwest winds. It got cloudy again and
remained a cold, unfriendly day.

" 4th nice and clear, slight northwest winds, cool.




162

(page 159>

Aprll‘1931

Apri)l Sth Easter Sunday morning was beautiful, nice and clear
and pleasant, a bit of night frost, slight southwest winds.

" 6th nice and clear, cool south—séuthwesterly winds.

" 7th an excellent, warm day.

“ 8th in the morning nice and clear and warm, strong
southwesterly winds. Towards evening slightly cloudy In
the west and southwest. Around 5 o’clock a thunderstorm
with a nice rain, thunder and lightning.

" 9th a pleasant day, north-northeast winds, In the morning

quite cloudy, it almost looked like fog.

10th In the morning nice and clear, very pleasant.

" 12th clear and warm, strong southwesterly winds.

" 13th nlce and warm, strong southwesterly winds.

April 14th warm and clear, but strong southwesterly winds.
Towards evening a thunderstorm moved in from the west,
there was thunder and lightning, but hardly any rain.

* 18th In the mornling cloudy, southeast winds, but it cleared
up later on. Then another thunderstorm moved in and it
rained even more than the day before; it looks as 1f there
ls going to be more.
16th the morning very clougy, Elearlng in the afternoon.
17th heavy fog In the morning, later on nice. On the 17th
I went to pick up the chicks at Garden City.

o 18th partially cloudy, otherwise nice and pleasantly warm.
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" 19th in the morning very heavy fog with southwesterly
winds; afternoon partially cloudy, toward evening we had
thundershowers.

(page 160>

April 1931

Aprll 20th in the morning rainy and overcast with northeasterly,
damp winds. It started to rain last night at 3 o’clock and
contlnued on till noon. Later It cleared, strong
northeaste;ly winds.

April 21st in the morning northwesterly winds, clear and cold,
all day long unpleasantly cold, evening a bit warmer.

e 22nd in the morning a bit cloudy, cold southwesterly winds.
. 23rd In the morning overcast, its been raining since last
night. It continued to rain all day long into the night.
It was not a heavy raln, but a good, scaklng rain.

Aprll 24th cloudy and damp, calm and warm. It remalined thls way
till evening when we got another good shower with thunder
and lightning.

. 25th In the morning overcast, cool north-northeasterly
winds, all is very wet and muddy, the alr is damp and cold.
In the evening it cleared up a bit.

" 26th In the mornlng clear, cafm; strong night frost.

“ 27th a nice warm day, a bit cloudy with scutherly winds.

" 28th in the morning nice and warm, a blit windy.

“ 29t cloudy, It loocks like more rain. It did indeed start
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to raln around 4 o‘clock lq the afternoon and ralned
throughout most of the nlght.
Aprlil 30th in the morning, damp, cloudy, strong drizzle.
All day long it remained overcast and calm.
May
May 1st in the morning cloudy, later very foggy, calm and warm.

2nd the morning light and clear, heavy dew, calm, pleasantly

cool.

{(page 161)
May 1931

May 3rd in the morning nice, clear and warm; afternoon overcast
with strong southeasterly winds. Toward evenling a nice
thundershower.
4th in the morning clear, but unpleasantly cold and strong,
cold northwesterly winds. Later on cloudy, towards evening
the clouds moved off towards northwest and west. Durlng
the night between 11 and 12 o’clock it started to rain
agaln, all is now very wet and muddy.
May S5th the mornlng overcast, at 8 o’clock 1t cleared, clouds
moving off towards west-northwest.
6th during the night a nice rain, the day was nice.
7th relatively nice and warm..
8th in the morning a very strong, cold northwesterly wind.
9th clear, cold:and very strong northwesterly winds.

i0th in the morning, clear and cold, strong northwest winds.
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“ 1ith in the morning, clear gnd cold, strong northwest winds.
. 12th in the morning, clear, slight frost, cold, slight
northwest winds.
" 13th nice and warm, calm and pleasant.
" l14th Ascension Day, nice and warm, calm.
g 15th very hot, calm.
" 16th till 3 o’clock in the afternoon calm and pleasantly
warm, in the afternocon strong southwesterly winds.
" 17th In the morning pleasantly cool, calm. On Sunday, the
17th we celebrated the 25th annlversary of the dedlcatlon
of the building. It was a lovely day, calm and hot.
May 18th ln the mornlng strong northwesterly winds, cool.
* 19th overcast, cool and calm; afternoon calm and clear.
" 20th clear and cold, partially cloudy; around 10:30 o’clock
at night it began to rain till 4 o’clock in the afternocon.
(page 162)
May 1931 and June 1931
‘May 21st cloudy and heavy country rain till 4 o’clock In the
afternoon. Around 1 o“ciock the rain turned intc large snow
flakes and It continued on and covered the ground with large
snow flakes. Toward evening it cleared up; later 1t got
cloudy again, wind from nqpthwest.
‘ 22nd in the morning, strong frost, there is about 1/4 Inch
of frost on the ground. All puddles are frozen. The ground

in the courtyard is frozen solid. The beans and potatoes




166

(page 162 contd.>

are frozen down to the ground. Thank God it did not hurt
the wheat!

May 23 in the morning, clear, strong, cold southerly winds.

‘June

24th In the morning, nlce and clear, pleasant, heavy dew.
25th nice, clear and pleasantly cool, calm.
26th nice clear rain during the night, a bit windy.
27th clear, warm, sllight southerly winds, towards evening
strong goutherly winds, heavy clouds.
28th in the morning, overcast, strong northeasterly winds,
very cool.
29th foggy and overcast, very cool, slight northéaaterly
winds.
30th in the morning, overcast, northwesterly winds, cold.
31st clear, cool southwesterly winds, heavy dew.
On May 17th I had a slight heart attack, I am stil]
suffering from it to this day.

June 1931
i1st nice, clear and warm. On June 1 Theodor got marrled In
Bucklin, Kansas.
2nd nice, warm, calm.
3rd clear and war, calm, toward evening it looked 1ike

rain, but |t did not raln:

(page 163>

June 1931

June 4th a clear and pleasant day.
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Sth a bit windy and a bit qloudy.

6th nlce and warm, clear.

7th pleasantly warm, southwesterly winds.

8th southwesterly winds, a bit cfoudy.

9th In the morning, overcast, southwesterly winds, cool.
10th a thunderstorm at 4 o’clock In the morning wlith lots
of thunder and lighting, we had a nice shower. Later It
cleared, turned into a nice day with southeasterly winds.
1i1th In the morning overcast and cloudy, remained like that
all day, but only occasional rain with scmetimes strong
southwesterly winds.

12th a very clear, hot, calm day, toward evenlng clouds
moved in from northwest.

13th we had a thunderstorm at 2 o’clock in the morning with
strong winds and heavy ralns. It was a good rain.

14th 1t rained at 3 o’clock in the morning, with heavy
thunder and lighting and strong winds. At 9 o‘clock in the
morning we had another thundershower.

15th a nice, pleasant, warm day, northeasterly winds.

16th a nlice day, heavy dew in the morning.

17th nice day, heavy dew in the morning, southern winds.
25th. From the 17th to thp ZSEh clear skles, strong winds
from southwest without interruption, day after day. We are
so tired of it.: Today 1t lIs a blt lighter. On the 25th

some folks started with the harvest.
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26th today Theodor started wlith the harvest, southwesterly

winds.
(page 164)
June 1931 and July
June 27th clear, hot, southwesterly winds.

July

July

28th clear, strong southwesterly winds, dry.

29th clear, southwesterly winds, hot and dry.

30th today it is 14 days since the southwest winds began to
blow, there are a few clouds In the sky, but nothing of
Importance. Willie took wheat to town, he got 35 cents per
bushel for lt. It continues to be windy and dry, the
harvest is good.

i1st June ended wlth scuthwesterly winds. July started with
rain, for at 3 o’clock in the morning we had a very nice
rain with thunder and lightning. Between 5 and 6 o’clock
we had another thundershower, both showers were accompanled
by strong winds.

2nd northeasterly wind, damp air all day long, but
pleasantly cool. Harvesting had to come to a halt, it
locks like there will be even more rain.

3rd in the morning, damp scuthwesterly winds, afterncon a
slight shower. ) |

4th In the morning, slightly cloudy, in the west very
overcast. Rainglouds formed but passed us by. Today is

the 4th day since harvesting had to come to a halt because
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of the rain and dampness. ﬁlnds from northwest, but
pleasantly cool.

July 5th a nice, clear, pleasant day.

" 6th in the morning, southerly winds, nice and clear.

" 7th northeasterly winds, pleasantly cool, light clouds.

(page 165>

July 1931

July 8th in the morning, in the southwest It is overcast, we had
thunder and lightning, but the rain passed us by and moved
south. Otherwise it was a pleasant] day with easterly
winds.

# ?th southeasterly winds, hot during the afternocon, towards
evening clouds formed in the west.

. 10th In the morning around 1 o’clock we had a pretty heavy
thundershower with sllight southern winds, now the sky Is
clear. We are still not done with the harvest, it will
probably take two more days.

July 12th in the morning, the sky is partially cloudy, but we
have, strong southwesterly winds. At S5 o’clock in the
afternoon a thunderstorm came up with lots of thunder and
lightning. But we did not have much raln, most of 1t moved
off towards the south. |

" 13th in the morning, very nice, pleasantly calm with heavy

dew, around noon it got hot and dry.
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14th in the morning, strong southwesterly winds, the day
remained clear and hot.

15th southwesterly winds, a bit coocler, clear and nice.
17th in the morning, very calm and muggy, hot; in the west
and northwest overcast. In the afternoon around 4 o‘clock
a thunderstorm came up out of the northeast, wlth thunder
and lightning, we had a good rain, then it moved off
towards the west. In the evenlng around 6 o’clock we had
another thundershower which also moved off towards the

west. That is pretty rare.

(page 1E€6)

July

July 1931
It threatened to rain during the night, but nothing came of
it. |
18th clear, muggy and hot. Today Isaak and his family came
for a visit.
19th in the morning, clear and pleasantly cool, calm. The
day turned out to be very hot and muggy.
20th in the morning, at 4:30 o’‘clock in morning we had nice
raln, but not for very long, wind from the northeast.
21st slight southwesterly winds, clear and hot.
22nd very strong, hot soutpwestér]y winds, it has been very
hot, the thermometer measured 110 degrees. It was clear.

23rd northeaste;ly winds, but hot; otherwise nice and clear.

July 24th the morning: east winds, nlce and pleésant; afternoon:
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clear and very hot.
25th east-southeasterly wlqu. clear and hot.
26th southeasterly winds, clear but muggy.
27th clear, socutherly winds, hot and muggy. On the 27th
mother and I moved to town.
28th In the morning, clear, dry and hot, southerly winds.
29th southeasterly winds, dry and hot.
30th south-southwesterly winds, very dry and hot.
3ist southeasterly winds, hot and dry. July ended being
very hot and dry. On the 3ist it ralned a bit here in
Dodge Clity, but towards the north-northeast it rained quite
heavily. In the country--at home, it barely wetted the

dust. It is very hot and dry. .

(page 167>

August 1931

August 1st in the morning, hot and dry, around 5 o’clock in the

afterncon a heavy thunderstorm came up, and it ralned from 7
o‘’clock in the evening until midnight. It was a very nice,
soft country rain, without thunder and lightning.

2nd a very pleasant day.

3rd in the morning, heavy fog, later pleasant.

4th southwesterly winds, clear and hot.

Sth in the morning, pleaagnt.'towards noon muggy, hot -and
calm. Around S o’clock In the afterncon a thunderstorm came
up and it rained in the northeast, east, and south-

southeast. It also rained a bit in Dodge City, but in these
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other areas it ralned qultq heavily.
August 6th hot with southwesterly winds.

" 7th southeasterly winds, partially cloudy, but hot.

" 8th southeasterly winds, cloudy énd hot. Toward evening it
started to rain, it rained heavily almost the entire night.
It was a good soaking.

" 9th in the morning, northeasterly winds, cloudy, slight
rain. Later on it cleared up, but it remained ...

" 10th southwesterly winds, clear and hot.

" 11th light southeasterly wlnds, pleasantly cool.

" 12th in the morning southern winds, clear and cool.

" 13th southerly winds, clear and pleasantly cool.

" 14th southerly winds, clear and pleasantly cool.

o 15th southerly winds, clear and hot.

. 16th southeasterly winds, clear, and tolerably hot.

" 17th easterly winds, slightly cloudy with rain, hot.

" 18th clear, no winds, hot.

(page 168)
August 1931
August 19th. From the 18th to the 23rd the weather was pleasant,
occaslionally it was a bit hot.

“ 23rd very pleasant, towards eQening slight rain. On the
23rd we visited the State Park in Scott County. - On the way
home we got intg heavy raln.

% 24th a very nice, pleasant day.

. 25th clear and calm, but hot.

" 26th nice and clear, hot, no wind. On the 26th we moved
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to 810 Fifth Street. Duriqg the night of the 26th we had
thunder and llightning, but it did not raln in Dodge Clty.
August 27th. From the 27th to the 31st the weather was overall
good, calm, and changeably cool and hot. Twlce |t started
to rain, but both times it moved off towards the northwest.
September 1931
September 1st clear and cool, northwesterly winds.

» 2nd clear and warm, calm.

" 3rd clear and warm, calm.

" 4th clear, calm, dry and very hot.

" Sth clear, southwesterly winds, warm.

" 6th. From the 6th to the 10th clear, hot and dry, continued
light southwesterly winds.

" 15th. From the 6th to the 15th light southwesterly winds,
hot and dry, indeed very dry. Very little drillling has
been done up to now.

. 17th. Amalla and her two chlldren came for a visit on
August 28th, she left on the morning of September 17th.

(page 169
September 1931
September 17th. From the 15th to the 17th nice, dry weather,
hot, with slight southwestgrl? winds.” On the evening of
the 16th it rained a little.
" 18th to the 30th slight southwesterly winds, dry and hot,
very dry and hot indeed. |
" 28th we moved into the house on 1208 Frank Street.

October 1st. From the 1st to the 8th it was hot and dry with
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sl lght southeasterly wlndai On the 7th and 8th we had
sllight northeasterly winds and It was a blt cooler.

October 9th southeasterly winds, sllightly cloudy and cool.

. 10th southwesterly winds, hot and dry.

" 11th during the might a very strong northeast wind came up,
it became cloudy and cool and remained llike that during the
entire day. In the evening it got a little wet, but only a
little.

" 12th in the morning at 2 o’clock it started to rain, but not
for long, it remained cloudy all day long, with a bit of
rain around noon. There was some fog. Right now it is not
raining.

» 13th In the morning foggy and drizzle. Later on clearing.

" 21st. From the 13th to the 2ist windy with clear skies,
dry. On the 2ist it rained a bit at noon, it also ralned
gslightly during the evening from 7 to ¢ o’clock.

" 23rd. From the 2ist to the 23rd cal, warm and dry. This
morning we had heavy fog.

» 28th. From the 24th to the 28th warm, no wind.

(page 170D
October 1931 and November 1931

October 29th very strong ncrthwgstérly winds, cool. On the 27th

.. and the 28th they had a strong frost in the country. Here,
In the city, we-did not notice it.

» 30th till noon no winds, cold, but without'f;eezing. In
the afternoon northeasterly winds and cool. There still

has been no drilling, the worms are still alive, it’s bad.
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October 31st warm, calm, and pleaniant. Oclober hau gone, il wau
dey and remained dey. All in all the weather wau pleasant.
November 1st nice and warm as in sunmer, no winds.

" 2nd very hot, clear, no winds.

" Srd calm till noon, durlng the afternoon a slight
north-northeasterly wind, otherwise dry. On November 2nd
my boys started with the drilling. The worms are still
;live. This worm s in the ground and destroys the wheat’s
ablility to germinate.

" 4th nlce, clear, calm and dry. The boys halted the
drilling process. The worm is still causing damage. It’s
dry.

e Sth calm, warm, sunny and dry.

" 6th slight southwesterly wind, nice and warm, dry.

" 7th very warm, calm and dry.

" 8th warm, calm and dry.

L ?th strong southwesterly winds. Today the boys started
with the drilling again. The worms are still alive.

" 10th slight north-northeasterly winds. In the evening
Helnrich Bltter, Georg Adam Boger(?) and Helnrlch Nledens

(page 171>
Novem?er 1931
came for a visit with their wives.
. 11th nice and cool, a bit rain, but still all is dry.
S 12th a bit cfoudy. nice and cool, dry. |
November 13th overcast and a bit of rain, cool. During the day

It ralned once more, but not much. It remalned overcast.
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November

14th during the nlght_at 2 o’clock it started to raln
and continued until almost 6 o’clock this morning. It
was a good rain, but not enough. At 9 o‘clock it
started to rain agaln until noon. That was a good

rain.

November 15th a very nice day, sunny, warm and calm.

(page 172)

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21ist
22nd
23rd

cloudy, southerly winds, pleasantly cool.
nice and warm, dry.

clear, warm and pleasant, dry.

nice and warm, dry, though a bit of rain.
a bit of rain.

foggy, damp air, cold.

a bit of drizzle and sleet.

cloudy, cold, with sleet and drizzle. The weather

remained steady from November 23rd til]1 December--a blt

cloudy, calm and warm. From the north we got a bit of

raln, once we had freezing. A few times the rain turned

into

wet snow, but it always remained relatlively warm.

Christmas Eve was exceptionally nice. It was nice and mild

when

the cld vear left us. May the dear Lord be with us

throughout the coming year. Amen.

January 1932

January 1st a very clear day, calm.

"

2nd nice and clear, but cold.

3rd heavy fog, aimost like rain.

4th cloudy, towards noon it began to snow and conatlnued
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till 4 o’clock in the aftepnoon. We got about 3 inches of
beautiful, but wet sncw.

January Sth at 4 o’clock in the afterncon a storm came up and
continued the entire night till 5 c’clock the next day,
when it started to clear. We got a lot of beautiful snow,
about 12 Inches, which means water. Now it’s nice and warm.

- 6th the snow is still on the ground, but It is warm and
calm.
" 7th excellent, beautiful day, calm and warm.
8th nlice and clear, warm and calm.
?th excellent, nice and warm, calm.
" 10th heavy fog, here and there a bit of fine sleet; towards
evening a winterstorm moved in and dumped a lot of snow.
o) 11th a bit cool, but otherwise nice and clear.
" 12th excellent, nice and clear, warm and calm.
" 13th slight fog, northeasterly winds, cloudy, warm.
" 14th cloudy, calm and warm.
" 15th clear, calm, thawing weather.
. i6th clear, warm and calm, very nice.
" 17th nice and clear, warm.
= i8th warm, it’s thawing, clear.
. i9th llght fog, calm and garm;'-
" 20th light fog and lightly overcast.
" 2ist overcast, calm and warm.

) 22nd in the morning overcast, clearing in the afternoon.
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Fqlth
My falth Is not frivolous, fading when confronted by the enemy;
My falth ls the hand whlich reaches for the Savior.
My faith ls not an lllusion, dreamt up by mankind;
As man charts his own route into heaven.
My falth is a light full of comforting, bright rays;
Breaking through the clouds of terror while in death’s terrible
vale.
My faith is not earned by me nor of my own doing;
It’s Cod, Cod alone to whom ! must be thankful.
His lifespring lies in his word, In the two sacraments;
From here spring for evermore, all desires and all completion.
My falth dresses itself in red and white silk;
And forevermore remains in thls dress of honor.
From Christ’s innocence comes the white, red ccmes from his
blood;

This dress is the price which is accepted by our Ged.




